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"Tho non folt that ELSHOFF was shoving fuvorlti*» 
for thoso non who wero In favor of VJiJH* I 
hoard that tho occpary was going to open tho ninss 
sovoral tines, but 2 didn’t go to tho nines cwl 
thoso days. 


"■Jith regard to tho olootion in Deo* of 1937 I ocuanot state as 
tc any acts of violence or throats nado ly anyone* I don't believe 


reopened# as I roonll it a nrtioo was put in tho papor that the nine wag 
to reopen* TThon wo wont book to work tho Progressives had tho najority, 
but it was an open shop so a lot of the men didn't sign up right away* 

4s far as or boat 

all folt that if they didn't 

do ns thoso non wanted then to, that they night got hurt* It soonod that 
when the nine o ported in K of 1959 they would only hlro U-M-W- non- | 
It was ny impression that Bowling Groon of tho U.H.W* seamed to be tho 
nan who had a lot of influonoo with tho company* I boliove FA1XJ3TTI and 
BCMLIHG GREEU woro good friends inataauoh as it was cannon knowlodgo 
that they ran around a lot togothor at night, going cn stag parties, eto* 




quit b^ocuso 

I cudo up ny nind that 1 aouldn’t gel; "along pivLCETTI and h&d boon 

wanting to ohojigo jobs far a long tine# I have read evor this entire 
statement of four pagos, have initialod tho first throo pagos, and horety 
sign this pago to show it has boon read by no and it is truo to the best 
of ny memory* 


*^7itncssos 



Special AgontS 

P «B.I * 

U.S» Dopt* of 
Justioo*" 
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Re t 




statement which he gave, 
questions put to him* 


This man indicated a 

testify to those matters set forth in the 
Be does not read Ehglish hut appears to understand 


Following is a signed statement obtained from 
"August 27, 1943. 

TT 1 4 i 

lUf,I J.OJ.U f A ' " 


° I , make the following voluntary statement to' 

of whom have identified themselves as being" 
Special Xagonts Bureau of Investigation* Ho throats or promise* 

have beon made to me to induoe ne to nakn any statement* 



came to this country 

sently re- 


when a you 

*4 Hr o 'f 


"I first joinod e union J Illinois, in ab^tJ^UB at 
which time I joined the U.K.~. I start oawoWing at Mine B in ■MHpttia 
worked there until the strike in 1937. I v.-as a member of the U.U.T.'* until 
about 1932 when the Progressive Union was formed* Everyone told mo that if 
I joined tjie Progressive the duos would be smaller and working conditions 
would be better* As far as I was conoerned the working conditions lender the 
Progressive union didn't soem to be any better and it cost more in dues* 

Since I never talked to any company officials I cannot say anything as to 

how the company felt about the unions. I never held a union office and 

didn't go to hardly any meetings. I do not know anything about events lead- 
ing up to the strike in Key of 1937 end didn't know a strike was coming until 
the day of the actual strike* 

"At about ono o'clock in the afternoon on Kay 12, 1937, one of the 
drivers told me that I had enough cars for tho day and for me to go home* 
V.hen I got on top I was told that the mine was shut down and for me not to 
come back. I wont home that day and didn't even go back to got my tools* I 
don't have any idea as to why the nine was shut down. I never heard about 
any non in the Progressives being firod for being spies for t ho U»K*~ . 
Sometime after the strike two men came to ray house to see ■ • •• leg 

|S||||§M| about work or something. All I know is that they~Ka<T an argument 

dbouTcsomething ana left when ray wife told thiaa to leave* 

"I renonbor signing Bone kind of a petition for tho Progressives 
after the strike. I cannot remember whether the men came to my house or 
v/hether I signed the petition at the union hall* 



Bei JOHN L. LE.ilS, 


so I dc not know anything about how the men felt toward* the unions. 1 do 
not feel that I would ever be able to testify in any oourt as to what took 
place at the mince bofore or after the strike in 1937. 

"The above stotoraont of three pages has been read to oe by ay 
and it i 3 true to the best of my memory. I have initialed the 
first ^^^^.ges and hereby sign this page to show that it is true. 

c«) 

T.itnessefi i 


IMTEHVIE^ T.T 



\ conxinueaj 





FBI, 1>.S» D^p&riiafcnt cf Justice. 
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Be? JOES L. LKS, ET JLL 



TT7SL7 IE's WITH 



knowledge of the b 
witness , however, 
which ho signed : 





I was i nterviewed by Spocio^Aronti 

and flBHBV WEKm 1 * 

years of ago and doesno^Tmprese on^witn hi» 
ituation existing at Kino Ho oould be used a« a 

to testify to the facts^'set out in the following sta 


"August 31, 1943 
Springfield, 111. 

make the following voluntary statement to 
>oth of whom have identified themselves as 
s peclal Agents of the federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or 
promises have been made to induce me to make any statement. 



[and have always lived 
I first started 
lave been working at 
[and joined the FUA in 
have never held a 


*1 was born ini 

in Illino is, I presently reside at 
miring when I went to work for" Kino E one 

that mine ever since. I joined the U.ll.T, ir| 

1932 when the local man decided to go with PKA. 
union office. As far as I am concerned, there is no difference between the 
two unions. Everything was going along fine until the spring of 1937 when 
some of the men started talking about signing up with J7,U,7r„ I recall that 
some of the progressive men were expelled from our union because they 
were working for United, I think the men were expelled from the union 
before the atrik , but the company wouldn't fine them and that T s what the 
strike vas about. 


"As I remember it # I went to work in my regular place, that is in 
he a digger on the day of the strike. 7e got to work after my 
gang had already gone into tho pits, I remember that the mon were loading 
their cars short and somebody mentioned that we should only load the cars 
part full, I believe some of the men were saying that if we loaded the 
cars short the company might not let the men work* I heard that Tony 
blotch, Frank Austin* Feto Carter and some other m on were going around" to 
see the men £ trying to organise for the UUfr. I only attended union 
meetings about once every two months, and never took an interest in what 
the men who v-ere supposed to bo spies were actually doing* 


remember that on the day of the strike we were told by the 
union to quit work at about 2j30 F* K, so we all left the mine, I 
remember that we all went out to the mine sometime in Sept, and our local 
decided to sot up a. picket line. I was on picket duty for about a irtonth 
when I come homo. I heard that F&lcetti had told our grievance oominitte* 
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Re i JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


that only W men could work as the company had a 
contract with UMff. I believe about 10 or 15 men started 
to work that day and all of these men were the men who 
had been acting as spies for tT.tf.lT. Our men decided 
to set up the picket line when Falcetti said only Ullff men were to work. 

I didn't hear Falcetti snake any statements though. '' 


\rT\Cy 

*VP>- 


*1 voted in the NLRB election in Dec* of 195? and a* far as I know 
everything was peaceful* There was no violence and no threats were made 
by either aide as f&r as I know* J didn T t go out to the mine again until 

the mine opened in 19S9* I was not contacted by any one to join the TJ.M.W# 

I vjas given ray same room and started to work it as soon aq I got back to 
work. After I had been at the mine for about a yo af; I was askod by Toqy 

"lefteh to join the Utff7 so I joined at that time, 

[he never used any force to got me to join" the union. 

As far as I*m concerned, one union is as good as the other as long as I 1 * 

working* 


n I have read over this stat..x; A t of four pages and wish to Btate 
it is true to the best of ray memory* I have initialed tho first throe 
pages and hereby sign this page. 



(signed) - 


"Witnesses 






Burned) } Special Agonts, FBI 

(signed) ) U. S. Dept, of Justice" 
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interview vs 



hroken English, was ire 
seemed to have a very poor nemo 



statement; 


rvhrtr wi+nr*c 

V * «W W 


put to him, 
and in general it is believed to 
[f»xocutrCd the foil gwi. ng signed 



"Springfield, Illinois 
August 1943 

make the following voluntary .statement 
both c ' riiom have identified themselves 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Ho 

. __ __ _ !_ Q mo +.n j nduCQ Eg t-0 Eclte An y 

statement, 

I became a^tL 5 o on as I possibly could. I have 
been v/orking in the mines I came to the U*3. and joined the 

U*M,TT> sometime around I remained a member of the U*tt.W* 

until 1932 when I joined the Fro gres sive union. I have never held any 
office intthe union and never attended many of the meetings ~ either 

if * ftW IT W Tfcr 

1 X CJwX r VX 

"As far as I was concerned conditions were about the same under 
Progressive as they were under the U.H.W. To my knowledge the officer* 
of the Progressive were good men and I don*& think they were engaged in 
any racket. I never attended many of the meetings and only heard rumors 
to the effect that some of the men in our local were spies for the U.M.W. 

"I can't remember much of what happened on the day the mine was 


cVkTi+ rl /-TU.JV* A W, +Vi**v GVkV^ ri CT 1 Q ^*7. 

gnu u Xu* v i ^ v*. -k* s y • w 


T Innw i .hAt. rr^nv fimp« Wf? vrovi’l rl PO to 

_ w — — __ 


work and when we would notice .men coming back from the mine — that, is, 
not working — v<e would turn around and go home without knowing why 
the mine was shut down. I do not know any of -the details as to why 
the mine shut dovm in 1937. 

"I remember signing a petition £Ttcr the mine shut dov/n, but do 
not know whether I signed any other petitions. I vent out to the mines 
and marched in the picket lines severe I'U^es, but do not remember 

itA T 1 iNrfi +1 ia />n\ Ov/nv fmm nf fhfl 

tilt; Ud. • JXUUU X XXVU vuv xu Witu vvu*;w* j Uiivi wkwij ** MW W Vfc — 

men I have never discussed the conditions at the mine with the menfc. I 
have never seen any men beaten up by any union organizers and have never 

seen any of the men fighting, but I have heard rumors that men wore 
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beaten up* I heard rumors that the U.lf.K. promised 
ELshoff conditions wo^Ld be better if their union waft 
the only union, but I do not know how the company 
men felt towards the unions* 


I went back to work at the mine in the fall of 1939 and remained 
a member of the Progressive union until the mine was recognized as being 
under the jurisdiction of the U.H.7 7 . Since I began working at i£ine B 
I have been ir. the T.'est section most of the time* I do not know smytfflfcg 
about any fires or damage done to the mine while it was shut down during 
the strike. 


n Uy opinion is that the mine went on strike in 1937 due to the 
fact the company wouldn’t make an agreement with progressive as to wages, 
I do not know anything about the action, taken by union officials in 
connection with the strike* 


"This statement has been r 
it is true to the best of my memory, 

Witnesses 


to me by Special Agent 


( Signed 




Special Agents, I^I 
U.S, Dept, of Justioe” 
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The following I nvestigation was c onducted 
Special Agents ^ HIHH^^^B&nd 
t Springfield, Illinois on August 28, 1943* 


field, Illinois, Agents intervS^RliiHUi h m 

advised he has never been arrested. He appeared to be vary cooperative end 
appears to speak the English langua 0 e in a fairly understandable manner. 
However, he cannot read or -write tho "nglish language and at times had 
difficult;' in understanding Agents’ questions. 


It is l'eit that he has a fai.rly good Knowxeage oi tnc events uui 
took place at tho mine, and it is V -lioved that he -would make a fair witness. 

The following is a signed statement obtained from 



Springfield, 111,, 
August 26, 1943 




TT *’1 ~V _ — ^ 
111, jXiVUU 


am mak ing to an(1 

who are known to me to be Special Agents 6 1 TR^"^Mer^^^urcau 
Investigation, United States Department of Justice, and no promises or threat? 
have been made me to give this statement, and it is true and correct. _ 




"I was born in 

States in 
in bpringf 


”1 nao u 

9 ban 1 
I 


d became a. 
, 111. from 




t r > j. j _ s xL „ * t .* a. J l fTTT- 

I jir5^ joineu wQ yni ^ u i£I.n€?x 


izen 

to the present ti 

-nti».rc V, rm 4- 

n ui o ufULiyi* ~L 2 .i 


and came to the. United 
ave bee., working at Mine B 
and I am a coal digger. 

■ t & mi 'Jii nx. 

I have never held an union ofTices. From w^en - ^ stai^Sd 

the U1T7 there at Mine B 3eened to be alright and I don* t recall of any 
troubles then. l"JusT'don*t recall novt how the miners felt then in regard 
to relationship between UM.7 and the m anagpont of Mine B, Around 1932 or so 
John L. Lewis stoic sane votes and -we miners decided to form a nev> union and 
the Iro* J ressiy<T.. Miners of aoerica ' .c .l #54 was formed. I joined the PMA 
then in 1932 because all us miners decided to join it but I did not have ary- 
active part in forming it. As I recall it Carl ^Ishoff got alon^ alright 

- -i_ 1 X 1 rt *' * , ^ J „/* f*A ^ 1 tVs o of Vr a 4 Cl t* fxv^ ^ n VO'l 1 / 

VJJ, LXI UJ^ rt ix HJUX4 ctiiU Uiiitidia J.J.KSW UiJUXA t'J JO £? vx xox, u WO.* wv.v» *ii i • 

I recall that everything went alon^ snocthly from 1932 to 1937 and that there 
were no troubles or strikes at lane B. I never heard Elshoff or Falcettl 
condemn the FHA men or officials, fie P11A union looked to mo to be alright 
and they did a lot of good for us miners as they helped us with our work and 
got us b nefits but now we have to do a lot of that work ourselves. The 
conditions now at Vine B are a lot worse now than they ever were under F!IA.- 
From 1932 to 1937 we minors ran the local and not a picked few. If we vianted 
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XjrrLRviE^ mri 

(continued) 

hoe to vote. . 


t?**- -v, 

j . -*V ^ :.!v j 3 

' ’• ■> ’ *; , ; ■ ^ S*a?> ' *T ’& '■■■- 

T , v-rf .Agpgp ■>.:•«.••. --S-v * tr..«* . . 


_°"C ApX> »-■ 

something we told the PKA officials and 1 
would be brot up at a mooting — g.---' *- - 
and voted upon and no one forced or told 


"I used to attend the K A meetings once in awhile and they did not 
fine us for not attending. I personally don't think the F?£A man had anything 
to do rith those bombings but I don't know who did it. I haw. no knowledge 
of the money affairs of HA but always felt the HA officials wore doing righ" ^ 
■with the money. 


"About 4 or 6 months prior to the strike some of the HU miners 
would go to the homos of the ITA minors and would give then a card and ask 
them to join over to the United Mine workers. I recall that on several t 
A _~DY jSCKH U SVIOUS sn eaked into my yard and called me out and on one time 
"van ted ocTTo~~sign a card which he showed me and when I saw it was from the 
United Hine Workers I told him I would not sign it and that he should get 
out of my yard. Ke did not try to explain the card to me at all but he d: 
not fool me, I also told him that h; ought to quit doing that otherwise 
the F! r A will catch up with him and throw him out him and he said to me 
"never mind. I'll never lose n^ r job there." Andy never talked to me in 
mine dbout this but just in qy yard. I never received any literature re 
U117 b?fore liine B closed. I don't recall of any picket lines at Kine B 
prior to 1*37. 1 don't know of any parties that wer-- given by Bishoff or 

D}f7 men. 



t±L 


"I don't recall anythin j about the contract running out in March, 
1937 as the PilA men and officials handled that matter and I can't recall 
what they may hav-j said about it as I didn't attend many meetings. 

r 

"I never knev? of any troubles at B mine just before the strike 
oane. However, just before the strike happened I remember that A.HDY 
SCHlbLEVIOUS got up on a bench in the- wash room and told us that we all shoul 
go and strike and he was talking something about not g.-tting enough wages. 
This was the start of the trouble. Some of us miners told him to shut his 
mouth as we miners did not want to strike as we were all satisfied with K£A 
end with the wages were \tere getting. As far as I know I don’t recall what 
the F*A officials did~Tn regard to the wage question. I was not at the meet- 
ing when they expelled the spies and the next morning at the nine I was told 
by other miners that some of the HIA men had boon expelled. I recall that 
g3.--.nc~ qUfiyTJ? was one f them who was -xpelled and I can’t rememb er who the 
others were. I heard that morning that the30 mon all showed up for work alth 
they were sup.'osed to have been fired, I remember that on that morning the 
^?IT CQtCTTTEE and the president of Local #54 saw Frank Austin getting read;* 
to go down into the mine and Austin iiad his headlamp on and he had a whip in 
his hand as he was driving mules. I walked ovt-r to Austin with the committ 
and the president and they asked Austin - here he was going and Austin said 
that it was none of their business and he cursed at thorn and held his whip 
up as tho he would hit them so they all walked away. I actually saw this * 
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(continued) 
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^"2i> ■ ■ r :.. ; ' : " 

myself and was right there. Austin went dom> 
into the nine afterwards and pulled out coal 
with the nuleff. The giesip at Mine B was that 
a board member, had talked toElshoff about firing those expelled 
'aerrsm that Elshoff complained tc fl^9p that w^miners were not filling 
our cars with coal, and according togossip thonJj^B^ told ^lshoff that tha 
miners were doing pretty good and that if he would not fire thosa man he 
would call the mincr3 out and close down the nine* • • 


""lie miners nevsr loaded short j.oads until that day and 3oac of uw 
miners were sore b cause the management left those men return to work and 
some of the miners, not myself, did not fill the cars full and they did that 
just b. cause they v.er ; sore. I loaded full cars and when I got out of the 
mine I did not see any partially loaded cars at all but just saw full ones* 

I did not know that there was goin g to be a strike until I got on toy when 
the other miners said that called them out and that they were 

going to strike bocaus. hlsho^^id not fire those men. I did not Bee 
F.flCETTI tali: to any miners on that day. The strike was caused just because 
the management of 1'ine B would not fire those men and there was no other 
reason to strike. 


”1 recall that shortly aft or the strike, I with other miners, sign 
30 dc petition in the office of Itine B, and at that time our Committee, 
president and F.J.CETTI, were thcKTToo. The FVA officials told us that we 
should si gn the way we wanted to and afterwards I heard that P7IA woh. Bo 
ons told me hor? to vote and no one b at me up and rre all voted the wa y we 
wanted to. 


"I never signed any petition for UI"7, I also think that I signed 
some other petition for PTA along the road there at the mine. I don't re- 
call anythin.., about UIZ7 forming a nc 1 ..- local in the summer of 1937* but I do 
recall that at some tine while the wine was closed TONY FLOTC-' came to iiy 
hom & on s^v.-ral times with DOIDI'IC^-^SQUALE and uTTH^CESkS - Tkfhf .AY and they 
wanted me to sign a card or paper with Ul£7 but I told them 'T' would not sign 
but that if the whole local went I would go too but not otherwise as I was 
well satisfied with P!e\, 

"I remember that the newspapers said something in fall of 1937 that 
Mine B would ba reopened and all us font back to the Kine B and intended 
to hack to work, 1 don’t know if PUA had a meeting or not as to what 
action they would take and I don't rubhll of anything unusual happen. ning 
during summer of 1937. That morning I saw FALCSTTI come out an^ talk to ub 
minors but I did not hear what he said but 1 hoard from others that Fi-JCBTTJ 
said he wanted so many to do down into the mine but they had- to first go into 
the office and sign up witli UICT and then no FJiA men went down at all and we 
all wont home . However, I saw about 12 men, one of whom was JOHN SIRTOUT, 


1 
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(continued) 
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come out of^ Mi ne B of fice and FALCETIT 
leading them to"T3uT’nine and had one of his .--j 
hands in his pockets and m all thought he 


had a gun and he hollered at us to get out of the way and he let those men dor 
into the nine himself, I actually saw this happen ay self . I did not go to 1 
an: neetin , that day but was told to be back at Mine 8 the next morning and \ 
1 was th,.rc and w^ started a sit down strike. Uhen I got there I saw this 
bunch of 12 or so in the mine office and Sheriff Lou Gild was there and he 
told us PIli miners to let those men go home- and they left the mine and got 
into some automobiles. There was no trouble there and wo miners did not 
hurt those 12 nen at all. Everything was orderly, i.3 I runenber it one 
of the Fill officers told us that If 'e left the nine we could not return so 
wo stayed there hopin , to go back to work. TJc really were not striking as 
vo wore willing to go to work as HI. but would not sign up with UK7 in 
order to ^o back to work. Flu. did not bring in any strangers at ell on the 
strike and it was just our local men who Tiers out there. Tfe were there for 
several months and we were protectin the- mine property as wo did not rant 
anyone to damage it. ?MV officials* did not threaten us at all an., we just 
decided to stay thv.ro to protect our jobs. The strike was very quite and th~. 
was no fights or bloodshed. ™”~ 


"I was not at the Mine B when the Marshall came out, and I don’t 
know much at all about this matter. I don’t know Tor sure if I was out at 
Pint ~ when they tried to reopen it again in Doc. 1937. 

B I voted IHi* in the first NLRB election and it was by secret bulla 
Government non were there. No one told us how to vote at all and we all 
votvd the we want too and w C were not beaten up and it was a good 
c-1 ction. TVS, officials told us that when wo went down to the Armory to 
vote that V; should not t ke -any papers from anyone as they s id that UI57 
men mijrt be alon the street giving out papers. I voted Flii^becr.usc I 
liked them and I was well satisfied. I feel that the vote r -fleeted thL 
tru.. wishes of us PTA toiners, 

”1 don’t know for sura if I went out to loine B in Jan. 1933 when 
they triod to open it a^iin. 

”1 heard that i»lshoff would not sign n contract with PIT. altho we 
ell wore Pill but I don’t know the reasons. 

"I rane.i) ;r that I went o-V to I lino B and'F. JX37TI told us that 
all could not go back until all roons Were fixed a.nd some returned but I 
was told I voulu be called in r. con le of weeks. I don’t recall just what 
they asked no out ti ‘^re. I don’t recall what was said about wages but wc 
believed they woi Id be the same as b fore, tho same \mion scalo. Everybody 
was glad to jet b ck to nor’; and I did not go to meetings so don’t know any- 
thin, about tho wages. 


V' 


phO.i,: . . yA^huria 
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IhTURVIEIi UTT1 *1 saw a lot of now oen there and the” scaaed 

(continued) to be company men as they were allowed to go 

all over the mine and these oen came from 
other states and they were UHT men. TQi^, PLOTCII talked to ne *ewrl times 
in the icine ae to why I didn't sign up with"*15£T\nd I told him 1 liked PUa. 
BIIffSlIiTOTT, the nule driver, talked to me several times and asked when I 
was ^oing to sign u,: with Ulf.’ and he said I bad batter sign up before it la 
too late for ne , and that lie would fix mo. I had no trouble with anyone 
having dirt tiff own on my coal cars but oth.r . iners had troubles like that. 

I heard that logs and sulphur were put on loads of coal by 0157 men and. once 
Eashoff called us and told us that v.. Ki» were doing it cjid we told them we 
were not doing it. I don't believe that I 111 miners wore doin,-, wrong things 
at all but it vas b _ in done by 015.' men there in tiu, atn_. In the saving o: r 
1941 I last paid duos to F!l* and in sumer of 1>40 joined up with U11T. I he, 
around the nine of oth.r T/n. miners getting beat up and whipped and I did 
not want to get a beating so I decidc-d it wo Id bo best for me to sign up 
with UHV. TOUT - LOTC! cane to ny hone then and I signed a card for him. He 
did non say anythin,’. I didn't recall of signing ary card for ?!'*. during 
sunroer of 1940. I still liked RT. better than U157 but joined over so there 
TfoiOLd be no trouble. In 1941 1 voted in the next NLRB election and I myself 
voted for PII4 even tho I was then rdti. Oil.*. The eloction was alr ight but at 
the mine t here were so many non r.e n there who were brot in by 1117 that 10 17 
nas ar>le to win that election. I voted the way I wanted to in that election. 
Ho one forced uc how to vote either. • 


"The llinc B was in bad condition when it was r opened. It is not 
all open yet and now there are only about 259 non working there. It is 
caved in a lot and some of the rooms will never be op: ned. I don't’ know 
anything about a fire there in the 4 .i.ic. 


B I can't read thcjj*i^lish language but this 4 page statenent has 
been read to me by tho tresenco of ry Tvife and it is true 

and correct and I have signed it of iy om free will.* 

/ 
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Sp. „ eal -7. gent , FBI, 
St. Paul, Him. 




Special i.gjnt, FBI, 

Hil.Jaukeo, Vis. 
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Ret JOHN L. L&»TS, ST A1 



and the extent of 
gi>od witness. 


Hie following is a signed etr.ter.ent obtained from 

"So rlng fie 



«.UgUS 

nake the following stat ement freely and Volun- 
tarily to who have identified thenselv* 

to ne as Speciai^gerrc^^f the re derail ®urea\^oT Investigation. No promises, 
or threats have been made to oe for this statement. 



V, 

4l thite 



02 live at 

I wa s bor n’ 

s ir ; r 



, . fei 

'and was 



linois and at present 
I cane to the 

'd, ni., ini 


n I first joined the Ehited 4ine "orkers in I have never beer 

an officer of any union. I joined the inion when I was working around 
Springfield. 

"about started to work at Mine J1 as a miner. At that tirae 

Elshoff and Ackley were the operators of the nine. Later Elshoff took over 
Buckley's interest in the n±n$. 

"Fron to 1932 there was not much labor trouble at the mine. 

Generally the relations between Elshoff and the U. K. ». were good and with- 
out trouble. 


■. i 

* 


i 

f 

r .. 

% - 


M In 1932 the miners became angry when Lewis agreed to a reduction in 
miner's pay from 92$ per ton to 68$ per ton. By a referendum vote the ' 
miners .overruled Lewis and voted not to accept the reduction in pay. About 
3 weeks later there was another ref, dura, but before the votes could be 
counted they were stolen. Lewis was president of the U. SL W. , and the goner 
fec-ling among the ulnars vras that he was responsible for the loss of the 
ballots. Nobody knows where the ballots went, but the feeling among the 
miners was that Lewis took the ballots away. The story was that the com- 
mittee appointed by the local isiions ’tad seen someone go away with the bal- 
lots. I don't know who the persons ware, 

£ 1 . . ' . 

1 • - 9t t, v.-'-v >v- ■ " *i,*v*v. *. 
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INTERVIEW’ irtflTH ^gg^^m^MtAfter Lewis oigned the agreement for a lower 
(continued) wage scale, the minors had some meetings among 

themselves and decided to establish a new union 
I attended some of these meetings and was in sympathy with their aims. 1 
was glad to get away from the U. 1£, I*. We established the Progressive Mine 
"Workers of America at this time. 


"After their organisation the P. 1J. A. secured a closed shop agree- 
ment with Elshoff, ovffier of Ifine B. From this time until late 1936, Elshoff 
seemed to be satisfied with the P. M. A.. There- was no trouble between 
P L' A and Elshoff. There were a few men who were not satisfied with P. M. A., 
and they were constantly agitating for the return of the miners to U. If. W. 

Cne that I renontx.r is frank Austin. I &iere was talk among the miners that 
Frank Austin received money 'fb on t ho TJ. M. W. to help get the men from P, U. A 
back to U. II. W, There also was talk that Austin was paying dues to both 
U. I£. W. and P. K. A. 


"From 1932 to 1936 I was always satisfied with the leadership in 
the P. li. A. There was no talk that the officers of the P. H. A. were mi- 
ning a racket. Tk members of P L' a were satisfied with their officers. 

The members always were permitted to express thor^elvcs at the meetings. 

-"In the P. K. n, meetings there was no talk about the bombings whic. 
were attributed to P L’* members. Moot of tho members did not know any- 
thing about the bombings. the best of ry knowlege, the men alleged to 
b: responsible for the bombings ere not dismissed from the P. K. A. 

"Vfhilc I was in the 0, U. W. there were nany extra assessments in- ? 
posed on us. This was one of the major objections by the minors to the 
TJ, K. W. - having to pay many assessments. This problem was not present 
in the P. If. A. which imposed no extra assessments while I was in the P. H. 
from 1932 to 1936, One of the reasons we broke away from the U. M- W, was 
the many extra assessments that were Imposed by the U. M. H. The only 
thing that could be termed an extra assessment by the p. H. A* was an assess- 
ment to take care of some nentxrs of the P If A who were striking at another 
mine. 


"From 1932 to late 1936 there were U. M. W. organisers present in 
the mine (IHne B) but they did not set up a picket line or distribute 
propaganda or literature. Frank Austin was one of these organizers. Ih 
this period I heard storios that ^Ishoff and Falcetti -were going out mi 
parties with U. M. W. men. 
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INTERVIEW wTITH "lb the best of n y recollection a strike occurr 

(continued) at Mine B in the spring of 1937. I heard 

that' tTJiTVe?. son for the strike was that the 
miners were putting short weights in the cars. This strike was settled and • 
few days later there vras a second strike. I don ’t know the causes of this j 
strike. I heard that the U. II. W. men went to work in the nine, and that tne 
P. M. men refused to go to work with the TJ. M. M. 



"At this time * heard that Elshoff wanted the TJ. K. W. nen in his 
mine, I heard that Elshoff told people that he wanted the TJ. U. in his 
mine, and that he gave the nine mules to U. 21. ¥. non as that they coald 
use the niles at their hones. This practice was permitted while no work 
was being dope at liinc B - while the mine was closed down. I heard that 
Frin k Au stin was given 2 mules. I also heard that Elshoff and Falcetti had 
said thaiTU 22 ft men could use the nine mules until the nine opened up again. 
None- of t.^e P. M. a. nen were given any mulc6 from the mine. 




"About ibt-s^ner of 1939 Tony Flotch cane to no at" 

Jiome ot and told several of us including ~ 

me -ai ;fscvcral others vhose names I don *t renenoer, cnat 
^“gTObld Join the U. 22. w. at that time, and that if I didn't join the TJ II «f 
the National Labor Relations ^oard would nrJce me join the TJ. It. W, later, if 
I wanted a nob at Mine B. 

"I know that ^h-irles Boha^pon was a U. 21. w . organizer because 
I heard that he told several olPthc miners that they should join the 
U. k. M. if they wanted to work, and also that he had beat up several of 
the miners because they did not want to^ join the TJ. k. H, • Some of the 
non he beat uo Wore known to me as 

- r ^ 



"In addition to Austin, Flotch and 3uhannon, I heard that the 
following men also were U. H. W. organizers: John (Cotton) Ananias, Jolm 

Sirtout. George Jacaway, E:aory Jacaway and James Haley IT6nS~ of thcSe men ** 
c-Vor contacted ne personally. 


"Because I had been ill, I knew nothing of the wage dispute 
of .i-pril 1937, and nothing of the. meeting of p. M. A. men in Ifey 1937. As . 
I recall, shortly after the P U nan at Mine B were out on strike, I signed 
a petition for P. M. **. The cuo who brought' the petition to ne was known to 
ne a 3 W* ’A Mi Ph). He asked me if I was satisfied with the P. K. A., 
and when I told Iff that I was satisfied, he asked nc to sign the petition. 
No threats wore aide to ne for t^y signature. He came to my hous<; for ary 
signature. I don't know if any men signed the P M A petition at a P M A 
meeting. -a . f • . . 
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INTERVIEW WITH 
(continued) 



■ ° 


•Several tiraa__ in the summer of 1937 some man 
from U liff came to me to get ce to sign a 
petition for U. M. Tf. but I never did. f, 
don't know the names of the U. If. V. men who brought these petition*. 


■j».t the tine he new U. If. W. local was„or^|Ln^sed 
1937, I was not asked to join t he U. H. •*. 1I1P *' 

Therefore, I can give no 

activities ol P. II, Ji. or U. C. W. men during this Burner,-. 



ve by the 



"I don’t recall that I received any notice of an 
owners of to open up in the sunner of 1937. 

go to - 

state arsenal in December 1937 to vot^ L. an election called by the 
National Labor Relations Board. I went of my own froe will. No one took 
me to the voting place. The elction was advertised in the paper. At this 
election I voted for the P. U. a. because I vanted to belong to that union. 
It was the best union as far as I am concerned, and I did not want to 
have anything t ; do with TJ. M. T?. 


"The election was run. by the N. L. R. B. As far as I an con- 
cerned the election was fair and square, Nobocfc'’ told mo how or when to do 
anything 3t the election, 

"V 

"Ifccuusc I had quit my job as a minor before the strike started 
in !&y 1937, I did not receive any notice from the nine that I could re- 
turn to the nine for a job. I don't know if the nine sent out notices to 
the miners that they co tf.d return to work. - 


•I recall that I voted in the election of 1941 Id February. Tho } 
NLRB said that I could vote because I was an honorary member of ?. K. .a. 
Hie mine company contended that jry vote was not valid because I was not 
employed at the mine at the time of the election, I voted but my vote 
was thrown out. . . 


"I have had this statement consisting of this and six other pages * 
read to ne, and I state that it is true to the best of ray knowledge and 
recollection.* 

/»/ 

Witnesses j 




Special Agent, 
pocial Agent - ?. 


?. B. 
B, I., 


I., Springfield, 111, 
Springfield, 111." 
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JOHN L. LESIS, ET AL 
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President of 



^rv,j 
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Illinois, *m Inter- 



im* 



viewtiu on Au^uay^ 
Special Agent s 


T 1 U..(> w 
A4£**w**j v/ 


’'SCELER, IgS^^ftSH^B^HI^Springfield, tlll&oiS^^_ 
cal No, 54/.™o|r esll^^ E^Lj5S^,^'4BlOX3Lg a « advise d^Hfc 
Illinois, was one of the miners at Hjae *B * who wSr 
soliciting the miners to transfer from the \hs.t he b*d 

personally solicited him to do so* He stated^^H^^p^pufas an associate of 
CHARLES BOHANNON, DdilNlC PA5&AUE, and other alleged W5 spies who woro 

■r^rw!' ' Ti S V WW* JT^f^ <iirV> ^ y- n CVTkt.1 1 CkM 


WUIAAJ-^ iii KTJ.J. 1 ^ 

with UlklS* 


pui 


i. V 


r r om FVTi for their oormo ct- 1 osj 



was a strong 

TrutlT^o^ situation i”the Mine *B** 

In a written statement executed by August 26, 

1943, he admitted he never favored BCh even tboujpin^wa^a member and triad 

c j, 4-u^ + ~ 4 TTur^r « v-,/4 f k* v < «pr.i r -? »s u^vm-mK^v t a.TQ 

tu i O U tl £ vLD Wiu uun^l O VV J X i- ujl-ti f CHIU v:it V J iv luiuwcii J.*n 1 W» u'.****-' « , i. y v-v , 

joined the Ulfw and paid dues to them, passing out their membership cards at 
*ine "B* to solicit membership# 


Committee of Local 
capable leader. 


ktated he was a member of the tJMSf €nd on the Grievance 
169. Ha thought JOHN L# UETiIS was a fine man and 



This man would not be a favorable witness* 

The following signed statement was obtained from 

August 26, 1943* 

make the following voluntary statements 
whom I know as Special agents of the Federal 
vestigation. No Our eat a or promises of any kind h&v* been mads 




Bureau ol 

+ r> TTk /3 _ 


“I ve. s ben; 111* and presently live at 

111. 1 am employed at Mine *B*. I am presently a member of the 

United Mine workers of America, and a member of the g rieve nance committee 
of United Mine .lorkers Local ~?469. 

n I first jo ine d United Mine '.iOrkers herein after r eferred to as UM5 
111, it went to vrork at the Coal Co. mine in 


-gij L-’.k — <W- 


r 

» 


- 102 * 


\ 


.-r 


Re i JOHN L. LJSvilS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW iMTH 


continued; 


FKT* 



I stayed a member of tSOf until 9-6-52, At 
I joined the Progressive Mine Trorker# of 
America hereinafter referred to as riiw whan the whole 
of Mine W B W went I paid dues until May 1937 to 



"About Nov* 1939, after the long shut down, I petitioned EfcGl to 
become a menber, The U tZ> accepted mo ft 1 paid dues to UMCJ from than on to 
the present time* 


®I feel that John L, Lewis is a good loader for Tftw, I did not 
like the leaders of BT-# as they were mostly foreigners, they wanted to settle 
all matters their own way, ft would not let me express myself at the meetings. 


*'.lhen I was working at Mine *B* I worked as a member of rtfi* as I 
had to be PMA to work there when thoyTTad the contract, but I always wanted 
to work under BMC ft I talked to the men to get them to join Ulfti as it was a 
letter union and conditions would be more satisfactory, I talked to the men 
this way prior to Nov. 1939, but after I was a member of UMTi I passed out IBfii 
Cards at the Mine to get the mi nets to join UMw, I did not force anyone 
to sign up wilhUMw. 


;*As far as I know' EL3BCFF, operator of Mine "B* took no sides in 
the mins dispute ft was entirely neutral, I have no information whatsoever 
concerning unfair tadics u3od by TMm or the operators in the mining dispute. 




Re: JOHN L. LEiflS, ET AL 


INTERVIEW’ WIT- 


l 


?C.. 

Zo 



1943 



was intervlewedon. Aug ust 25. 
iciai. Agents an^ 

This person apparenta^^^! aalce a gobC 

witness. He is of average intelligence and is definite in his remarks. 

He is wiling to testify on behalf of the government. The following signed 
statement was taken from him: 



"I. 

statement to 
Agents of the 



111 . 

August 25, 1943 

the following voluntary 

whom I know to be Special 



first nembership i"i union mines was ir. I 

joined the United %na Workers of AiDerica refered to n?re55aWer as, the 
U. It* W. I joined at Springfield, HI. anH went~to work in Eine «B” near 


yi. -AU&J AL'IU* 


f o ^ tt\# 7 e? .^4- i mo -l i- 

O- AC.IGX1ICU U iift.- HU>.. X VX Ui*kl VLLiKO.4, L/Ujpt « 4.7^4- WUiMUg CX tr 


"B". At this time about Sept. 6, 1932 I joined the Progressive l£ine 
Porkers of America hereinafter referred to as P. K. W. This was local 
#54 and I remain a member of P. if. W. until about Jferch 14, 1941 when 
Elshaff signed a closed shop contract with U. U. W. 


✓ 


K The relations between U II V and Elshaff at Mine prior to 
Sept. 1932 were satisfactory and they worked on a contract.- There were 
no strikes, lockouts, or slowdowns. The only difficulty was merely set- 
tlements of individual miriers diffic i JLLties. t 

"As to the formation of P II local at I&ne ”B". I feel that all 
the miners wanted to join the P II 'if to get away from John L. Lewis because 
he favored the decrease in the wage 3cale in 1932, he claimed the ballots 
were stolen, and would not permit the miners to have a revolt and signed 
a contract with the operators association. The only part I took was to 
attend meetings at the formation & voted for P H7, 

"Relative to relations between Elshaff & local 54, ?* K, W. be- 
tween Sept. 1932 and April, 1937. 7 would state the relations were satis- 

factory up to about Jan, 1937. '.However, from Jan. 1937 to about April, 
1937 there was petty dissatisfaction as some miners wanted to join the 
U U. There were no strikes, the management did not tjry to discredit . 
the P. II. W. or persuade then to join U II ff* 



• J0H1: L* LE ./IS, ET AX. 


intlrve:,.* jit,: 


b7 


C_ 





"Relative to relations between ? U ¥ officials 
St P If ¥ membership I heard isolated expressions 
that P K U was racket-run, but I do not recall 
who made the statements. There was no compulsion 
by P Li '.7 to keep members in line. I only attend ed abo ut l/3 of P II i? meet- 
ings as they net in Springfield, HI. I ran for 
local 54 in the Fall of 1936 but lost. 


"It is ny opinion the rank 6 file of P H W thought tho P U 77 
members who were defendants in the bombing cases wore- framed and were not 
responsible for the bombings. 

"The members of ? i£ ,i did nrt feel they were taken advantage of 
in a financial way as all assessments were put to a vote. For the first 
year the assessments were 155? plus the dues and after the first year the 
duc,s to P 1! .4 wore a little higher than those paid to U 71 


"As to relations K tween local 54 & U U 77 from Sept. 1932 IS© 

April, 1937 there was bickering over membership and a group of about 
twelve P li U monsb-rs wiiich included Dominic Pasquale formed a local of 
U 11 at K^ne ^ then told ElshafT tSTfecogni'zb them as they had a 
majority. This’was before the shut dovm about Hay, 1937 . 

"Tho U ]i .7 did not set up a picket lino, distribute literature, 
but they did have organizers in the mine as aforementioned. These men were 
as follows: 


Joe A4bane.se..,. 
Andrew .§chr;levious 
Dominic Pasquale"’ 
Pete Carter 
Fr^nk Austin 
Tony FIbtch 


John Ananials, 
John Sirfequt 
George Jacawsy 
Emo ry^dacdiiiSf 
Charles Dohannaa 
James Halo 


All of the bovu mentioned organizers of U }L V had contacted ne to join 
C 11 sailing the U li 7/ would give stricter regulations which would make 
bettor working conditions. 


"Concerning the wage scale controversy in the Spring of 1937 the 
miners felt to qy knowledge they nore'y got a report from El shall what the 
temporary agreement was, U that as soon as a contract was signed there 
would b- a retroactive clause in it. I don't recall what the agreement 
was. As to tho wages I felt, it believe the others felt, that the P H T»* 
would give the same as U li ff would offer, but as P H \f was s nallc-i they 
would let U ii rf state what their contr-.ct was ft the P li 77 would adopt 
the sane torejs. 



Re: JOHN L. LEiHS, ET AL 
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** I do not recall any slow-downs or' stoppages 
at this tine, but the 12 above rationed U U H 
in Mjne^"3" tried to convert P.Mjf members into 
U H lf membership. 


"I felt that the actions of the above named twelve miners con- 


sisted of attempting to recruit members of P la V however I doj not know any 
threats or promises were made b these twelve men. 


"I understand the operators of Mine B clained they had no existing 


hew contracts 
perator refused 


contract with P M W with retroactive pay. I understand that 
were presented to the operators by ? II W officials, but the 
to sign. P 11 M officials claimed that they were "stalled-off" by operators 
of line *B n . I did not attend the P & V/ meeting held on the 'night of J3ay 11, 
1937. I was told b"P Mi miners that this was an emergency meeting. I 
vns invited to tiiis meeting k I believe the other P M M minerts were invited. 

I knew by word of mouth L I be 1 eve the other P U «/ miners know in the same 
manner about the attempted discharge ”.;n. the actual expulsion! from P 11 S' 
of the 12 men naa,-d above. : 


"I believe all of the P II u members wanted the expulsion and dis- 
charge of these men and as a matter of fact I recall that the} feeling for 
this movement ran high in the nine on May 12, 1937. During th\.s tine I 
was working below the surface "pulling coal" and I know that |coal cars 
were coning up short, which I understood from conversation had with miners 
was due to the fact that the above 12 men were still being permitted to 
work, and not because of any wage problems. 

"All day on lay 12, 1937 I noticed a growing indication of ft ^ 
strike threat. I believe the miners struck because the above mentioned 
12 men were still enployed & not because of wage troubles. 

"I signed the petition of May 26, 1937. In regard to signing 
this petition I was contacted at the headquarters of P 1£ If at 6th & 
'Washington Streets, Springfield, 111. by a member of P K M who ask if I 
would be willing to sign it. 



•I know of no UK »' petition -.-finch was made up in tfie Sumner of 
1937 . I know of no other petiti n presented in the summer of 1937 which 
referred to the miners returning to work regardless of the |union under 
which they would work, I have never been threatened in connection with 
union or nine matters. * i 


"On Sept. 27, 193? I went to Mine n B" tc work, arrijfring there at 
6:30 A. It., however I noticed^ a ,+ 1 '" i e of P V,*t 

formed * I was told by gtt f _ 

and Gl,e5(stufiolbo^ not tfgo onTl^nc *3^ prSwisccT’T'did |t»ot erigh 
the picket. I was not threatened by ? U V officials or representatives. 





/ 1 
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B*: JOHN L. LE./TS, ET AI 


"I do not believe that the P miners well 
considered the Federal Injunction of 12-9-37. J 
I knew that Hino^J^jras 4o be reopened on 
12-9-37 from notice in the newspapers. I did 
not attempt to go to work on this day. 

"No threats or promises were made to ne and I have no reason to 
believe that such threats or promises were isde to anyone who signed & 
ballot as being a P U tt in the election of 12-15-37 held by N L R B. 

"During the period from 1-24-38 and 11-6-39 members of both unions 
cane to ry house. The U k V miners tried to persuade ne to change to U IT it 
but no throats or protases were made. 

"'./hen Uine "3" reopened on 11-6-39 I noticed that a fear, possibly 
10 or 12 miners, said that they had changed over from the P I! «i to U li rf, 
but I can not recall their names. I was not satisfied vith the wage scale 
when line "B" rsoenc-d as I felt that It was about the same wage scale. I 
had been working under. The feeling of the miners at this tine was to 
return to v/ork disregarding wage scale problems. 

*"It was generally known amongst the miners vith whom I talked 
after nine "B" opened on 11-6-39 that there wore some cases of violence. 

I understand from such conversation that P 1! W and U i T miners wore 
hurt. From x? personal observations I can not say this was correct. The 
miners claimed to me that this violence was due to members of U II •/ 
attempting to threaten members of P K 'J to drop that union and join U li W. 

r 

"In the summer of 1940 I signed a card to join the U II *.7 because 
I felt that large numbers of P H juiners had left local 54 and joined 
U L’ « 4 that it appeared U li ii would be the controling union at line "B". 

I was treed of unemployment and for this reason changed over. 

"In the NLRB election held 2-21-1941 at Springfield, ELI. I 
designated myself as a member of 0 If '.f. I vas at that tine paying dues to" 

U L V, 



■ > - i 


L 
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"I have read ard initialed this statement consisting of eight and 
one half pages and it is true and correct to the b.st of my knowledge." 



.‘-V ¥ 



Res JOEN h. L&ilS, -T 
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Special Agent 

^ £\\ to cooperate and to 

Set forth below* Iv io L>U x iL ; > 

p The following is a s 



is resic 

Spr incfield^ 

nd Ec appeared to he will tag 

~ the facts cont^Doa in the signed statement 
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Bi gnofi abatement obtainod fro:* 


•Springfield, Illinoii 
August 26, 1945 



Lnois make the following voluzvt&ry stOT&l&enT 

yb^m T know to bo Sn^cift .1 A^onts of 


iers.1 

T t ■ W '"■' 

k cau of Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice, No tlireats or promise* 
of any kind have boen made to me and 1 have been advised this statement could 
bo used in court. 


C cun tv 



1 


*1 joined a minors union the first time abo 
Springfield, Illinois and vent to work at I'in e *B W as imei 
Progressive “ino workers pf America which will bo referred to hereinafter 
as TMTJ. The United L'ine Workers of America will be referred to hereinafter 
as UMFT, Tho FKT is the only nine unioB I ha v e- er been a membe r of|. I 
was a member of Fits' from approximately 3 *11 

of which time I \ orkod at Uina "B" near S pring fi. eT3 , 1 1 1 , jT navo^nela any 
office in the union at any timo, 

w At the time I worked at Mine B, the Oporativc of this mine, Mr, 
Elshoff, appeared to show favoritism to those miners who were in sympathy 
tovard the 0K7. At this time, I believe there wore about 100 men ■working 
at I’lnc B who had PI57 cards, but who './oro still sympathetic toward the UI3f. 
In this connection, it had always boon ray opinion that Elshoff wanted the 
UM7 in his mine. The PiTT men did not appear to get along as well with hi* 
as sorao of the HIE'/ sympathisers. I c^»n produce no evidence that this wa* 
truo, but it Boomed to be tho opinion of moat of the other minors at this 
time , ‘ • 

t 

"I recall that in 1955 Elshoff refused to take out ROT dues from 
the miner's wages. There appeared to be no reason to believe that FiSi miner* 
felt thA they were being cheated by their officials, I am satisfied that 
duos taken from ne wore properly used, and that there was no kickback to 
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officials of the P1W. I felt, and I believe it 
was generally felt at this mine that the miner# 
convicted in the bombing trials were framed, and 
that they were no more guilty than members of tb* 


"I have never been threatened by anyone, and I have no knowledge that 
anyone else was threatened in any way whilo I worked at ^i ne B . I was 
satisfiod while. I worked under the FMF, a'd I certainly did" not want to work 
as a member of the I would not v»ant to work under John L. Lewis, for 

I feel that John L. Lewis personally got a large portion of each miner’s due*. 
This is my own opinion, and I was not persuaded to believe this by any member 
or members of the PIC?. 

"I have road and fully understand the one and one-quarter pagGS of 
this statement and it contains the truth to the best of my knowledge. 


(signed) 


"T.itnessed : 



>pee 


{, signed; 
. 6 . 1 * 
(signed) 
gent, P.B .1 .* 
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The f o^^Qjtg^nyestigaWon wascorrfuctedby Special 
A gents - ^ 

Sprir^field, Illinois , Agents interviewed 
sod that many years ago he was arrested one'" 
drunk but never was charged with piny criminal offense* 

It was noted that |I^H is rather intelligent, has boon active 
in union affairs for nvary especially prior to 1932 when he was 

very active in UIJ7 affairs and it is felt that if any information or 
background data is needed on the affairs loading up to the sp lit in 
1932 that he can furnish such information. It was noted that’ 
was definitely in favor of Ul£7 but it is belicvod he gave a fal 
honest statement of the events as he recalled them* 


gave agents a signed statement which is as follows: 

Spr ingf iel^flflinois , 

August 31, 1943. 

are known to me to be Spociaj^^^^^^lR^ederal 
BurS^^i^^^Stigation, United States Department of Justice* No 
threats or promises have been made to me to give this statement, 

a citi z en of 

^H^when I quit at Mine B where I was a coal digger. Arov 
'^^5‘st joined the National Progressives in Illinois. In 
board member of United Mine Workers District No. 12 and I resigned 
after I was on there for 8 months. Before then I had been sub-district 
board member of district #5. I worked at nine B in Springfield, 111., 
for about £ or £ years in nil. 

"Before 1932 relations between UIST and the management of nine 
B were alright as far as I know. In 1932 I was on the Scale Committee 
of U15T from District No, 12 and I attended various meetings in regard 
to the wago agreement. I had heard that JOHN L. LEWIS went on i nto Ohio 
some 300 men but loft the Illin ois 73,0 00 men go. 




nard that JOHN L. LEWIS went on int^Oh: 
l oft the I llinois 73,000 men go. fB| 
aMjWBBfron Illinois, an^ 

arwiP^^C^ that copnittoe 
years. 


Illinoi 

rysen" were on the Scale Commit 
that year after being on it for or fl| 
started with LESTSI did not want aq^! 
should clean house.^^ i RRI NOTO N, LEWIS ANP^ALKER seemed to havo 


Illinois, 
that copnittoe 
After this trouble 


change mado but felt tl^at UlfT 


f 
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personal grudges against one another and could not get 
along. FfiRRIIJuTON is no*? deceased. I felt that U1C* 
should be cleaned up and that the niners should not 
bring in another union. I finally Joined the progres- 
sives at l!ine B as all the others did. ^oue Pit. Committee tole me that 
if I didn't sign over to FM» I would have to quit. That night about 7 
or 8 of us signed over. ~;e were told to sign over which I did. I 
we s given the UHi" ritual tho instead of the PM*, so in one way really 
never was with Pit.. I never took any active part in fonAng the PMt at 
all as I was satisfied with the old U1I.\ I was Just about forced to 
Join over to PH., or else I had to quit so I signed over, but I never 
was beat up or anything like that. 

> 

“As far as I know pli. officials got along alright with the 
nanagenent of Hinc B. However, I recall that neither the FI. officials 
nor the company itself gave out much information e.s to what was 
going on between 1932 and 1937 t/hen the Fine B closed down. far 
as I know the F1L. officias got along with the management- of nine B. If 
the FT. officials did any crooked work in connection with the books I 
don't know about it as I never had aoc~ss to their books, "hen I first 
Joined over to FI. I attended a special and regular meeting but after 
that I never attended any nore meetings because I neverapprovod of the 
idea of tho liners splitting up like they did, that is, to have FL. cone 
in and take over. I don't know what went on with those FI. meetings as 
after the split between U]S' and when FI. cane in I never took ary 
nore interest in nine natters and Just did ty work and went hone. FMle 
with Fit. I don't recall of then ever assessing any special assess. »ents 
except the death benefits assessi^ents. I don't believe that the Pit- 
officials did enough for the miners to get then clean and fresh air in the 
nine. However, this has not been remedied even since IFF cane back to 
Fine B. I never heard ary rumor about Ft. officials doing crooked work 
with money etc. of the Local No. 54. I never heard anything wrong then. 

"UK7 men never set up a picket line at Fine B prior to the time 
the nine closed that I know of nor do I know of ary leterature being 
given out. * Before the nine closed CHi-RLmS BOf^vNNON, COTTON .x-IL.NFjS , a 
little Italian nane^&JI, PET^C^Tp, TONT PLOTCH, and sev- 

eral others would go around in the lline B and would talk to the niners 
about going back to UII7 but they never used ary rough tactics at all. 

They didn' t have to talk to ue about it because I still at heart with ■ 

U1T7 even tho I had Joined over to PK... I don't know if the above 
non received ary salary fron IL1T for doing their organizing work but 
several of then did tell ne that they would get back fron 111.* money they 
spent on phono calls and for car fare. 
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X hTERVTET.. ITH "I never heard about any parties being given between 
ELSHCFF and the Ulf.' men. In regard to the contract 



runninr out in sorinr of 1937 I don't know ajythi! 



I oodn't know a thing about the wage 
they were going to close down. 


"I had my daughter-in-law drive me to ^ing_fi to get Ly check 
and at that time I had heard that the men v;ere not working but I did not 
know it was a strike, <.t Mine 3 I asked OSCjJt Fi-LCETTI what the trouble 
was all about and he said he couldn't say and I don't know just what he 
meant by that. "hen I went out there there was only the office force 
there so I didn' t ask arcane else about it. 

"I don't know anything about aiy men being expelled from Fill 
for doing spy work for if , and I never heard arything about a meeting 
being held when those men were expelled as I was sick before the mine 
closed. 


"I can't ret ^liL_2^ c gning a ny petitions in summer of 1937 
but around that tine p^jlF l. L J5. T UJT HHlE. (is now dead) 

and another man came to qy non^affi^.ska^ ne to sign some paper in % 
connection with the wage scale they were working and I signed it and 
they said they were going to all the miners. I didn't care who made 
the wage scale as if there was not any scale we could not work. I 
was not threatened at all and signed that of ny own free will. 


"During the summer of' 


[l was living' a -| 


Springfield, Illinois, and around that tine CIL.RL^J^UuSyjRi UpTTON. 

and several others cane to qy hone in a car and mentioned they 
had formed a new Olf. local and asked me how I felt about it and I told 
them I still felt that I was a Ui!.~ nan and that I would sign up and I 
told then they should go ahead and try to get more men but that they 
should not use ary force or rough stuff. short time later I signed up 
over at the Uf£7 hall. . 


"It seens to ne that whenever the F!Ih had meetings that there 
touble of some kind. I think that around Easter, in 1937 or 1938, 
E5jjr r -*YBnE(phonetic) was killed in connection with some meeting. I just 
heard about this, 

"I did not know anything about the reopening of the nine in 
the fall of 1937 and I was hot out there when it started to open but while 
the sit down strike was going on I went over there once in the evening 
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just to see what was going on * I saw a bunch of 
wops around there with canes in their hands and I 
told then that they did not need aiy clubs as no one 
would cone out and bother then. They did not harn 
me at all nor hurt me. pother day I went out too and on both tines 
tlo ngs seemed to be alright and quiet and the men out there were from 
Local 54 and I did not see ary strangers- No one had asked ne to help 
in the sit dor.n strike and I never took aiy part in it at all. I had 
once said that I would never picket any union. I think that the miners 
went out voluntarily to the mine to picket it and tha.t they were not 
forced to go out and be there. 

"I read in the papers about the Federal injunction being gotten 
out but I was not out at Iline B and don't know anything else about it. 


1937. 


*»I did not know anything about -the nine being- reopened in Dec. 


"I did not vote at the first NLRB election and don't know any- 
thing about it at all. I think was sick then so did not vote,. 


"I don't think I v*ent out to !!ine B in Jan. 1938 as I only*, 
went out later when they opened for good. I read that HL. won the first 
election and I don't know wry ELS'IOFF would not sign a contract with FKa. 
I took no active interest in union affairs in 1938 or 1939 till ITine B 
reopened. " 


"In the fall of 1939 I received a registered letter from Nine 
B telling ne to come back to work and I did and I was told that they would 
call ne later on and they put ny name down on aliat. I saw F4LCETTI 
and he did not ask ne what union I belonged bat I 'think he knew I was a 
member in good standing of OUT. .1 month or 6 weeks leter the paymaster 


tools as iy ol d ones w ere lost In 
tools 



was an open shop when I went 
back, and no one told us why it was that way, and nothing was said about 
the wage scale. I went back with U!L". The PM., and Uli.' miners got along 
alright in the mine there when I went back to work. There was quite a 
few new UltT men in the nine B from Indianc. and other states but I heard 
that these new nen were not allowed to vote in the next NLRB election as 
they were not there long enough. Nobody asked ne to sign any rjemhejg 
ship cards I had heard that LEE &. U7'Q.JtTNlR f . U1L, and 

a I line' B but" T never saw it but"' 

think it wa s no t over union natters but was a personal fight. 
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was a FMA man and I.o was supposed to have been beaten 
up by feAtTitlrJtTrCR^ MDtfyerwise I never saw or hoard of 
any fights heTween : yrtrand F1IA men except one morning 
there was son® difficulty in the wash room I recall, 
"In Feb. 1941 I voted at the NLR3 election at the Armory in 
Springfield, Illinois and I voted for U?57. It was a good and fair 
election, I was not told hcrw to vote and voted for~UlE7 because I like 
them better than FMA. 



"I think that many of the Fit. men voted for UIJT because they were 
not getting any benefits from RIA and I don’t think the FIIA officials 
were taking much interest in the "age scale matters. I feel that the 
miners were sick of the strike and voted for UJ57 to get it over with. 


”1 don’t kneft; what conditions the nine was in in 1939. In Oct. 
1940 they were still trying to open up places in Ilino B. I don’t know 
of ary fire vhila the Liine was closed down. 

"I don’t know whjVflL.4>CCT~ was kicked out and I did not attend 
any meeting when he talked ^about money. 

"There was some gossip around that LET.1S and the Peabody mine 
were giving ELSHOFF money but that was gossip. I never heard anything 
around UIT.’ offices that this was so or ture. 


”1 have read over this 3 page statement and it is true and correct 
and I have signed it of qy own free will and no threats or promises 
have been made me. 
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The following invest^at^nwas c onduote 
Speoial Agents asd 

at Springfield, lfflffio^o^Sugust VJ ., 



At the Springfield Field Livision Agents interviewed 
ho adviced he has never beer arrested In his life* 

It wes noted thnt^J^Bis rather intelligent and seemed to have 
c good knowledge ae to vhn'^^^iTC on at lline 6* He advised he had no 
objections to testify in Court if he vere^lieeaed end it is felt he 
would ncke a good witness if his testimony is neoeasary* > 

g eve Agents the following signed statement* 

•Springfield* 111* 

\ August 51* 1943 

give the following statement to 

T 1 i. 4*. PU«a 

TV II U til 9 MJVHU WU JAIO W V UW O^H3V* 

at a or promises whatever have been made 




*}jy address is 
first Trent to work in what 
teen working the last 
months a 


ingfield, 111. f 

I h ave 
about i 



*1 cun a oititen of the U^^born in % J| 
fir Bt joined U*!I*V'. in Spring. in^H| and beTongec 
to 1932. 

* 

*Frior to 1932 I knew of no trouble between Elehoff and the 
U.l.tf* The reason for the miners going from U.IVA. to F # i .* am as X 
recall it was due to Lewie having reportedly stolen the votee ott the 
wage out question# I went over at this tine because most of the other® 

AAA. 


I 

£ 

i 


■Under the P.I’.A. between 1532 and 1537* the F.".A* and the 
mine offioialc got along o.k, so far as I know* In this period I 
never heard Fclscetti or Elehoff moke any statement indicating they 
favored one union over the other* as far as I know they were neutral* 

■Under the F.il.A. from 1932 to 1937* ts far es I know the 
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last* 


P.L'.A. officials were doing alright . I dont know 
of any force being used to keep the" men in The 
P*1!.A. in line* I never did go a whole lot to 
Union* meetings. I did attend some toward* the 


•It is my belief and the general opinion that the P.M.A. miner# 
convicted of the bombings were not guilty but had been framed by tba 

ri v r; x 


*1 dont remher ell about the money but as far as I was concerned 
it was all o.k. The" "local P.I’.A. wee run by the men, there was bo 
clique that was running things that I recall* 

■•Between 1932 and 1937 I don’t remember the U.JI.VT. picketing 
the mine or bothering the men any way. I saw no literature or leaf- 
lets distributed by U.1I.W, I dont know whether the alleged U.II.W, 
spies were active in this period or not if they were it was down below 
and I was always on top* 

•I never hoard of ir. Elshoff giving any parties In Springfield 
or Chicago for U.l’.TT. officials or men. I have heard that he gives 
parties but I never did know who they were for* ' 

•j^fter the union contract ran out in 1937, I understood that 
whatever the wage scale was it wouici be retroaotive to April the first* 

I was told this by P.JI.A. officials, I dont think there was any feeling 
at this time that the P.li.A. wouldn’t babble to get ae good a oontraot 
as U.r;. 1 ’'. In *pril 1937 there was some talk around wondering whether 
they would get back pay but nothing eerious happsnd . The management 
never talked to mo about what its attitude towards dealing with P*K .A* 
wae but ae we went on to the time of theestrlko the men began to foil 
that Elshoff wasn't going to deal with P.11.A* 

"I was not at the mooting where the so-called spies were 
expelled. I heard about this nesting before it happened but did not 
go* The next morning when I came to work I hoard about th.se men 
having been expelled and that the Co, would not fire them* The men 
felt the position of the Co* vjqe wrong* I remember Joe _ Alba nose, 

James Halo , Andrew Schrelcvious, Damonic jPnaqualo, Pete C ar ter, Fra nk 
/.us tin, Tony P 1 ole h, Jo hn“I3f! fi fr± a $, John 'Sir ioutp Geo* ft.~§nory Jr.c away, 

A Chas* Bohenak as being the~troublesoi7iQ group at the mine'*® ewe" Of”"'""' 
these wore the ones expelled at this time* I know the men were not 
satisfied’, over wages but I th ing the real reason for the trouble was# 
the Coe* refusal to fire these men* I r embo r eone of the cars boing 
loaded short on Toy 12, 1937, I dont know why this was, whether it 
was on account of wages or over "the firing of these men. This one 
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strike. 


day is the only tine I knew this happen ♦ 

11 1 rej^gh^that about S oclock the 
afternoon of cal led the men out on 

I dont knew exactly what tic roaKr^ae whether it was because 

I cont re oall what petition! 


of the spies or because of wages. I cont re oall what petitions I 
signed during the summer of 1937_ I do think 1 signed several suoh 
petitions, but I dont knew where. Aiy petition I signed was for F.K.A. 
and was signed under no compulsion and of icy own free will. 

*1 heard of a U.I *.T. local being formed the surjner of 1637, 
no one cane to me at that time to get me to join# 

*1 dont recall anything unusual happening during the summer 
of 1937, no tfody bothered ne. 

*1 wee at the nine the morning the sit-down stri ke started. 

I heard of this through the papers. I went out and a 

if there ^a 5 any work that day and he said *yec, 

I r ember that on this day only a few men went to work t;hese 
were some of those so-called U.L/\. men or spies. After the Progressives 
found etrtitthat no one oould work unless they were the P .11. A. 

men decided that if they couldn 1 1 work no one oould. I was at the mine 
tnoet of the time during the sit-down there was no fights or trouble 
while I was there, we just stayed there to proteat our jo- s. I dont 
kna T of any one but local men taking part in this, host of the men 
carried canes or clubs, no guns that I knew of. Tie were there of our 
own free will could cone and go as we wanted. Tie were not bothered 
by ajy U*I1. T .« men at all. I was there the night the TJ. S. liar shall 
came out and read the injunction. The miners left peacefully, but sort 
of felt they should have been allowed to stay there. 

*1 dont know whether I went to the mine when they tried to 
open it Lee. 13~ 1937 or not. 

* 1 voted at the K.L.R.JU election bee. 15, 193f, v:© met at 
the hall and went down in a group. To body forced me .to vote one way 
or another and oe far as I know it rae a good honest election. I 
voted for P*I T .A. 

“I dont remember ary thing happening of unusual nature between 
the time of the” election and the time the mine reopened* 

*1 got a registered letter telling me the mine was to re- 
open end I was there the first day it opened, I d ont remember any 
tb ^9 limit to report. "Then X reported to go baoTT to work I saw Falscetti 
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[continued) 


who told to to cone out the next day if I wanted to ~ 
go baok to work* I ret urned^^work the next day* and 
worked up until I knew nothing about 

the wage scale suned It would be 

the regular 111* wage soale. At firrt nobody said 
ary thing to me t^out joining the U*}*^* I didn f t 
pay any dues to either Union at this tiro. Both unions cent men to 


Vl 1 ^ e. 

iivucv 


+*f% 


ask me to ft ay with P*11*A* he didn’t beat or threaten me at all*. Thia 
was just before the 2nd N.L.TTTB* election, he wanted me to stay with 
the Progressives but I told him, “It didn’t seem no use.* Bulgaria*** 
a F.r*A. man who ohanged over to organic ing for U*!.i*Y** came to see tt 
about changing over to U*ll*’ * and 1 told him I might juet as well* 

He didn’t beat or threaten me# 1 wont over to U.k* T '* because it seemed 
as though they had the majority over there anyway* After the strike 
vjhen I returned to work I caw a lot of new U*tVb r * men there* A few of 
them are still there but most are all fodb now. 


"So far as I know it always seemed it didn’t make any difference 
to the management rhich union was in the mine. 


*1 dont recall signing any cards for either TMI*^* or F*II*A* 
from the tine I went back to v/ork up until I joined the U*K*V# I 
joined the sometime prior to the last N*L*H*B* election I dont 

know jjust how long this was* 


"I voted in the last F«L*B*B# election and voted for TJ*II#T7. 

1 voted .for TJ*r*T7* because I felt that the progressives wagn* t getting 

no whore* I voted of ny own free will and the way I wanted nobody, 

threatened ne if I did or did not vote either way* The eleoTion wa* 

by gec reit ballot* 1 believe it was a good honest election* I think 

most of tho nen voted for the U*F*TT» because they fblt the some way 
1 did* The only ones that were beat up were boat after the election 
those were progressives that felt they could do like the luF.V’* men "3id 
and stay thore without joining the T r .:Y”* They gave them e deadline 
to join the U*r* r \ and if the didn’t they ran them off* 
is one of the non r?ho got beat he is still there ho joined^oTTer" they" 
beat him up* I dont knew who beat these men up* I was a Co* man and 
no body bothe-rec me* 


"I dont Vnov; what kind of rh__pe the mine was in when it v/as 
opened but I~*dont think it took any longer to put it in shape than it 
always did before* I dont rember_hoar lng anything about a big fire out 
there while the mine was closed* I have hear£ of Jt.clj^lascaw but 
I wasn’t at the noting rh^re they kicked him out for'saying southing 
about money* 
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•I always felt the Progressives Wat 
the beet outfit for the men. It wai always felt thst 
the U . L. T . war pyj± 3 g for keeping the mine up while 
the strike was going on* 


■■ - 

V-"t,4r.,. * i- ' , ... 

■* ^X l ~: 


•i have read the foregoing *4 page statement and it is all 
true and correct according to my present reool lection. I am therefore 
signing this statement freely and iris tiling each page thereof. 


Witnessed 



(Si;ne d ) 


Spec. Agt. F»B* I. (hilw.) 

* • • (St. Paul. Vim.) 


Springfield. Ill 
August 31, 1943* 


r 

$ ■ ■ 

,i - 


- 119 - 




I- -- ' . - - \ . -- ..<. < 4 . 

*: ^ v. - •> *- 1 f . . 




► jp * V: 


SEt JOHN L. 





/ iiitahvie; ..it:-: 

it Springfield, Til. on August 28, 1943^” 


The foil airing y^sti^tlor^jasconducted 

Spec^il ^&nts I hHBHIHI and 



At the residence of Springfield, 

Illinois, Agents interviewed M^arSTn^advisea h^na^iever been arrested 
in his life. 

It was noted that he seemed to have a preference for Uif» and in re- 
sponse to Agents’ questions he only remembered those things which h e felt 
■would in no wap bo to his disadvantage. He appeared to be a shrewd I 
with a convenient memory and is not b. lieved that he would make a gc 
witness. 

The following signed statement was obtained from him* 



Springfield, ill., 

August 28, 1943 

•Inf ield, 111. , am making this 

free and voluntary statement to JMHBBjjy who 

are known to me to be Special Agont^oftn^TSleral b\ 5 ha^o^investigatioo, 
United Stat -s Department of Justice. No promises or threats have been made 
me and this statement is true and correct. A 

W I was born in 


land came to the United States 

iu^Sjgy^aixI became a citizen around I an a ccal digjer at Mine B 

in Springfield, 111., and l iavo b een there for about ^By-ears. I first join. 



^Bat Spr infield, Ill.^and have never held 
thc:v were no difficulties between 


a coal miners union around 

any union office. As far as 
Elshoff and Uli.’ up to 1932 or so. Prior to 1932 Elshoff and U!f7 „ot along 
as far as I know of. ground 1^32 I joined FLA because all the other miners 
did and did not tike any active part in the isatter. It seems to me that 
Pl'A KOt along with Elshoff a lright between 1932 and the time the mine closee, 
and I don’t recall of there bein^ any strikes or other trouble between that 
time. I don’t know if Elshoff or F-.lcetti ad any difficulties with FKA 
bc-twee. 1932 and 1937. I ws3 noi an active member of Fill but did pay my 
dues and attended only a very fur, meetings. Between 1932 and 1937 I be- 
lieve that the Fit. officials did a good job and I never was suspicious of 
them and they seemed to get for us miners what we wanted and I never suspects 
them of doing anythin, wimn, with our money or rights. I feel that those 
?'A members had a fair and honest triil. I don't think that UI1T ever picke 4- 
Iline B before the strike. Before the ’dne closed no one contacted me at hr . t 
or at the mine to cone back to LIST. I did not know of ary UltT men working 
in !iin'. B who were giving information to U1I7 before the strike. 
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i^rLRvrs : 7 , it: 

(continued) 



*1 hoard thru gossip at K^ne B something about 
parties being given by ElsKoTT and 0X57 men 


or officials but X never attended such affaii 


I recall that before the strike in 1937 something was said about wages but 
I never paid much attention to it f.s I still was getting y same wages. 

"The cause of that 1937 strike was not over aqy wage question but 
vas baiised because there were some FKA men who were doing underground or 
crooked work for Ul£7 and that was the cause of the strike. 


doesn't matter which union I belong to. 1 did not go to any meeting the 
ni. ht before the strike but heard something later at l£ine B about some 
spies being kicked out. .1 recall that on the day of the strike some of the 
men did not load their cars full of coal but that only happened that one 
day and they did it because they were mad about the spies not being fired. 


I9g7 and can’t recall if I signed ary more or not. I signed it of*. jay own 
free will and no one forced me to si_,n it. 


was then asked to join it but I can't recall who asked me and I told them 
I would not sign up as I just stayed neutral. 


rant any trouble with anyone. From the time the nine closed in 1937 I 
was not out there at all until the nine opened for good except one time when 


that night but I wouldn't. There was about 150 or 200 men there on the 
strike. There were no outsiders there in the strike, just from the local 
PV W ,„ I vfcnt out to the nin. m. self that day and no one forced me or took 
me out there, but they told .je I lied to go, I felt that if I d5_dn't go out 
the. .night do some harm to me. I voted at the first NLtB for the FHA be- 
cause the.- were the majority and tliat is why X voted. It v:as a secret ballot. 
No one forced me, to vote that nay and I voted that way because I felt PM4 
was the better union. The second time I voted but I can’t recall just how 
I voted and no one fore d me to vote anyway that time. The election seemed 


"As long as I can make a living and don’t get into any trouble it 


•I recall of signing some petition for FK* during the summer of 


"I remember tliat in summer of 1937 U157 formed a new local and I 


"I did not take any particular activity in the strike as I did not 


me ther-. that night too but I had my wife phone- that she was sick so X got 
back home. They wanted me to lay rla. n on the cement floor of the rash room 






Id JOHN L. 12. IS, ST ItL 

IttlHVIEii 17ITK 
(continued) 




to be 0. K. according to ny jud^ont and there 
did not appear to be anythin^ crooked about the 


""iihen the mine opened in 1^39 I heard in some way that the mine mas 
going to reopen and I went out there and they put ne to wor 1 ; right assay. I 
don't recall getting any registered letter from Elshoff. I still was PI1*. 

'^‘5 T a T - f- l: nA Tl iaxir»^ TTl^T mnn +.hn>*c: ■f* rnn n+.Krn* 

Til l I -L. «L. >1 n VI X4i ^Xiiu WilW & "VA ^ V VJffy UiMi VMVA W * A V*« V VMV* 

states and they would talk'TcT ne about going back to Uli.' and there was one 
man in particular who was very nice to me and ho explained how much better 
UH ' was but they never threatened me or forced me to sign over. I joined 
over to UU7 because almost everybody else was either W£r or was joinin ■; over 
so I joined too. I signed something then but don't know just what it was, 
but think it was a membership card. I night have signed some card too for 
?Ii. but don't just remember. 


"Tihile I was w or kin / at Min. s,3 pvg X used to send out clean cars 
of coal but still would get fined as they -claimed I had dirt in the coal but 
I know I did not rv- e that dirt but I don't know who did it. It happened, 
once in a while to me and I heard that other men were having trouble also. 


•Chen I returned in 1939 there v,as bad air in the mine rooms. There 
were some cave-ins too there. I don't know anything about & fire boin ;j there 
in }line b whixfe the mine was vacant. - 4 

tjjis long as no ono causes me any trouble and they just let me work 
and don't bother me I am satisfied and I never took much interest in the 
strike at all. 


"I can read the English language but I have desired that A.;ait 
read this tr.'o page statement to me tthich he has done and it is true 
correct and I )tave si;-nod the sane." 



Special ft y;nt, FBI, 
St. Paul, Minn.* 


o 
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\ Special agents 

at his residence# 

viewed in the preaonoo of his wife and ho advised ho“ 
arrested in his lifo# 


It was notod that he had difficulty In understanding the 
questions nontionod to hie and his nenory was rather poor# Ho appearod 
to be honest and oooporative but it is bollovod he would bo hard to 
interview as a witness unless his tostinooy Is absolutely nooaesary# 

Ho gave agonts the following signed etotonont and inasnuah &s ho oannot 
write, he si^ood both pages of tho sta tenant with an "X n and his wife 
signed his nano for hin# 



August 50, 1943# 




Id, IljU-a^^king 

thi^frec and voluntary statonent tc p" 

♦ho are known to no to bo Special" Agents or Tho Pod oral bureau of 
Investigation, United Statos Dopartnont of Justioo# Bo throats or^preoisc* 
have been made no to givo this statenont* 


"I was born. * I oano to tho 

United States about Inland I an noCVnAnor iocSi oitizon#' I applied 
for first pavers but they oan't find whoro I oane into this oountry# 
w : rkod at ■>' 
a year age 
Illinois I 

whoro you did not htyo to belong to a union* I have nevor. hold any 
union offieo at any tine# Prior to 1932 I felt that Ilf’ was noro for tho 
oeopany than for the minors# /it that tine I ohangod ever to Htfv as the 
others did but it didn't nako any difference to no which union thoro was 
and I never holpod theta organize tho BIa thoro. In 1932 when wo bolongod • 
to l Iff we joiners felt that we should not toko the out that J0HH..L* LBJIS „ 
wanted us to take# At first RJu non got alcsig pretty good with CnRL 
ELS HOFF and thoy wore able to bargain and nuke oontraots and I don't 
know of any troubles between then at all as evorything aoemod to bo al- 
right as fur as I know# I novor hoard of onyono suspooting the HJfv 
officials of doing wrong things* I went to most of tho RJX nootings 
between 1932 and 1937 before tho nine olooed# Tho union vr-3 pretty 
fair when I was thoro at Ul.no B* Hobody ovorbody told no I had to stay 
with Rix and oould not iclno Ilf 7* I novor 'had' any opinion. regarding 
the so Hit\ non being sentto~ Jail f-,-r the benbings as I never knew any- 



sinoe dtRL FLSHOFF took it ovor and I wordco^till 
I wae a ooal digger there# /ground 
union but boforo 1 worked in Pennsylvania 
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thing about it* I nevor suspected any of tho FMA 
offioials of stealing any money or of doing wrong thing* 
and I think that they woro doing a good Job* So. tlST 
men ever bothered no before tho mino olosod* I novor £ot hny papers frcm 
Hki7 bofcro tho nine cloeod and I never saw any TStl men pioket tho nin e be- 
foro the strike* I never knew of any spies being in the nine for TSS7 and 
I don't know anything about any parties boing givon by Elahoff or by tM3 
or anyono elso* I don’t renombor anything about the contract .running 
cut ir. spring cf 1937* Boforo the nino closed there was no fights or 
trouble at all and things were going along Just like they always did* 

I heard that there was going to^a meeting the night before the strike and 
I just heard it but I did not g"o and I don’t know if it was a speoitl 
or regular meeting. Cb the day of the strike I heard nothing about 
wages an d I did not knew of anyone ’■ lug expelled from the RJA* “STo got 
oalled out frcm Mine B but I don’t knew why* I rooall sanething the day 
of tho strike that saao ears wore being loaded short* As I remember it 
some FUA man told us to load thorn short but 1 loodod my oars full* 1 
recall that the troyblo at tho mine star bod beoauso tho Mino B. non would 
not fire semo IMT mon, and tho strike was not oausod because, of wages* 


"I did not sign any petition right after tho mino B olosu.d, and 
I don’t rooall of signing any petition for oithor UMW or RiA* I hoard 
something about ULiTT forming a now union* I also rooall that while tho 
mino was closed 3 men oumo to my house and y?T'"t<rfn^t^Join ovor to 1MT 
but I for them* Ono was ^|^pJQ£j^Kand tho othor 

was and I don’t knew who tho thtrd oneywo^^i do not rooall 

any thing h^ppoiSiig duiring tho summor of 1939* , a. 

*1 do not rooall rooiovlng any notioo that the mine was to bo 
oponod in Sept* of 1937 and as I rooall it I heard acne of tho others 
say tho nine was to bo openod* I was out at tho mino fur a few days during 
the sit-d-wn strike, no ono forood mo to go, I just wont to eoo what was 
going on^ I stayed a ocuplc cf nights out at tho nine to help gaurd tho 
preporty* All of the non woro local Riii. non just out there to soo nobody 
hurt tho nine. Thore was no troublo or fights, ovory thing was peaceful, 

I was at tho mino the time that tho U. S* Mr. rshaTl oo po out and told us 
we would have to leave j_ when ho told us^iiijia fSf^SSBold us to pack up 
and loavc^ everybody paokod and fights nor ru thing 

there. * • ■, 

W I d ont knew n t hing about the attonpt to open, the mino on Doo* 

13, 1937. 


"I voted for the FMA in tho first NLH.B election on Doo* 15, 1937* . 
Nobody forced no or told mo that I had to vote for FMA^ I voted for thorn 
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[ET{ "TITH keoauso I likod that union and they wore the union 

at the ninofc * " 

UAtlbmodj 

*1 dont rononbor anything about tho attempt to 
tho nine in Jan* of 1938* Free Jan* 1938 to Hav* 1939 I did not go to 
the mino but stayod around heno most oi tho tino * So far as I roncciber th* 

Ife. . 


open 


T ,* 


4-4*^n T 4- a 4-Vin ^\ir ^ nit Vft Vfn a r»4*. f'Kft nf f.Hfi ft 1 

bli.1V X PUUU WV vi*w UWWI *1**1 , Viiw — ' 


down strike* * 

•ffhon tho nino opened in Kjt» 1939 oane to ny hous< 

and br-.ught ne a letter telling no I should o cm"" l^o^^e^^wtrk in throo 
days or I would loose ny job* He only gave no the lottor and told no 
I had only three” days to show up for work* Ho said nothing to no about 
joining any union* Vftion I ropertod for w^rk FALCETTI, told no that ny 
roan was not ready for mo to work in yot and that he would lot ne knew 
when I could ©on© baok to w.rk^ ho novor told no when to o oo baok to work. 

I had to go baok fren tino to tino to find out, I wont baok to work in 
Jan. 1940, I think* 

"I dont bo 1 love that I joinod tho UlfiT until after tho last NXRB 
©loot ion, in Feb* 1941* 'Then I went baok to work they gave no a rcou that 
had bad air^ this is tho roal roasaa that I quito last year beoauso they 
wouldn’t givo~no a rocn with good air* Nobody ever threatened ne or hurt 
no to neke me join tho UMT, but ny tools woro stolon, I bollcvo this was 
done by ono of the 1MT men hired thoro__ thoso non haa no tools of there 
awn in nany oases* This was boforo I joined tho tfiT* X have had ny tools 
stolen on threo oooaBions altogether^ all throo of these tines woro bo- 
fero the l ast NLRB election* It is ny*” bolief that the UI87 Jaen fell 1,11 

J b o they stole ny tools inetoad* I nevor hea 
or tne nuio oiaioiu^es suy ixu^ vO aumiu^ ^ wimi whjjt vuv 

ever tho other* I do not remember having signod any moral© r shin cards for 
cither union during the 3Utanor of 1940* t ;t u 

;t- ; . • • u . 

**I voted at tho sooend NLRB olootion and again votod for tho FWik^ 

I did this beoauso I felt this to be th > best union* I think that tho IMT 

w n this eleotian booauso thoro wore now non brought into tho nino^ I 
saw several non in tho nine who didn’t oven have any tools* Aftar the 
eleoticaa was over nany of those non went away* In the Jan* following tho 

r 4 4- W, mir» T + T Ur. A .T 4- Via TTJA7 m* Ka "hnfi ♦: n n 

yj it/v bit'll .*■ J yiiiou bllb yiui^ x *w*v x *i“u ww h'-mi w«**» v- — — — ■ ^ 

ono threatened to boat no but I had hop.rd o? this happening to others and 
I joined to koop anything free happening to no* It is ny opi> '.on that 
o nditions in tho nine aro worse undar tho OMIT than they woro under tho 

A • , .. ■ 

"'.Then I rotumod to tho 'nine thoro woro a lot of equoosos in it, 
it was in protty bad shape#* I dont know anything about any firo while tho 
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mine was closed* 

"I dant knew anything about tho mooting, tit which 
OIviSCCF.f was kiokod out* 


"I know aNDRS. 7 8CHREVEV1008, TOjB.CARTffi. 

FliijjK nUSJIH, TONY PLC/?C 3 ,~J 0 HiJ JOHN^$J&XOUI* OOSRtK i*lfP 

JLi&i it«,Y CHuRLES BOBuMliON but I dont know tho other twd. TCJIY PLOTCH, 
wTTcno of the ne'n'Tmenti onod previously as having oooc to seo mo to 
eet m o to join tho UI47* 

"I have had road to me this twe page typewritten statement and 
to tho host of ny roocllootion it is all truo# I an therefore signing it 
of ny urn froe will* 




■•fitnes&eal 

£ 

$ 

(Milwoukoo) 



Spoo* Agt* 


. Paul) 



Springfield 9 111# 
Aug# SO* 1943#* 


) 
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•which took 
of. 


a cals 

manner and seemfed to nave a good recollection as to the events 
ice at the time of the strike and which he !iad iier 3 onal knowledge 
j peak 3 broken En .Jish, but seened to grasp til- meaning of 


questions quickly, and was vey. cooperative at the time of this interview. 


facts ^et forth in tne 
time of this interview. 


. .n , -u x _ x ~ „ x 4 f,, ^ 4 ^ 

ttO Uu iikifkt* a. ^uuu r»iwiuoa uu t*v tuuav 

Bwing signed statement which he executed at the 


"august 29, 1943 

' Springfield, Illinoie 

make the following voluntary statement 
both of whom have identified themselves 

4 - 1 i _ I* T>, . ^ - ^4* T.- 4. i 

cts ^ bu C r ©QGI UA aJUTGcXU. U1 All vt:o UX^cl blUii • nv uutkiig 

or promises have been ioade to induce ne to make a statement. 





cane to the U. S. in 
[and presently reside' at 

i cTjoln od the U. 11. Yf. at 

that tincY V started working for Uinc B In about ^gjjand joined tho f 1! A 
at about that time. I have : ever heXfany office in any union. *->hen I first 
started working at lline a the union was getting along fine with the company 


"I was born 

have been ~a~U. s. citizen s^cej 
I started mining in about UHftanc 


i r,4 4 hi-i aw e> 4 n Vu"S rtrt rsrl n fin 

cxj jvx yuy; uiiA^n miivi; w> jduuw vv 


T rai^irr>v« + + 1 st ./3 r*srt T^irai-iX? r>r +K^ 
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union meetings so I cannot give much iruormation as to what the union was 
doing. 


"Before the time of the strike I had hoard rumors that some of 
the Progressive men were acting as spies for the U. K, 17, but I don't know 
what these men were doing befor tho strike. I think that ToranqfDillon was 
president of our local at that time and as far as I was concerned our union 
was being run in a good manner. I recall some members of the Progressive 

Vnr.^v-s^r r.»»yr,o+ rl A r*i 1 Q i A. f ay« KnnV\^ n fT rin^ . tVi + A Vl <> flrw^ T l r t i \ At? f flfl t Ttlfl cf rtf 

cu 4 OJU AX d-d i X 7 4 Idi wind x+jyivdiijj uuu x n.‘*w«' w '-‘wv v v* 

the Progressive men felt that these rfcn had been framed by the United, but 
cai t'ivii no exact reason why we all felt they had b>. n framed. Our union 
foes were about right and everyone Seemed to be getting along fine* Up to 
the time of the strike I didn't sec or hear of any . ickct line being set 
up by the U. 1!. k, « 

"A list of twelve names has been read to mo by A:.cas^SHH| and 
I r^rjbor that I had heard all of thc3o men were supposed to be working i!or 


RE: JO* L. LEUTS, ST AL 




iitervib; with 

(continued) 


Uiited. I recall that our contract ex- 
pired in the spring of 1937 and I heard 
that the company had told our union that 


when a contract was signed it would be with the idea of being retroactive to 
April 1, 1937. I -do not know anything about the activities of tho 12 Den. 
mentioned durin t ; that period, I hud heard that about 3 or 4 days before 
the stride sooe of the 12 nen had refused to go to work and as I understand 
it they practically fired themselves by acting that way. I do not know 
anything about any union meeting the nite before the strike and 1 do not 
knov exactly \$ien the nen were fired fron the tiiion. 

"Ch the turning of the strike I wont to the nine as usual and went 

to work in thoj^BHBsection and most of the nen seemed to be in the pits. 

At the tine of^^^^trike I di<±i 't hear any argument or discussion of wages. 

I do recall that about 3 or 4 days before the strike Pet££^aci*r 

V7as talking to a group of non and asked them why they wore going to work. 

He said he wanted to know what wages he would be getting if he went to 

work. I think that a lot of the nen started loading the cars short on the 

day of the strike and it was my idea the nen were loading the cars short 

to get even with the company for not firing the nen. I worked the whole 

day until about 2 :45 P. !I. when w^ got word that our work was "all done." 

we didn't know anything about a strike until we got on top and somebody 

said a strike was on. Tic all went hone and stayed home for several days 

at least, I remember signing a petition while I was at the union hall and 

nobody used any force to have me sifm any petitions. I nay have signed 

another Detition but I can't recall the details. 

* 


"In the sunner of 1937, Dominick Pae^iale & Joe Alhanese cane to my/ 

house and later met nc in the street at which time lhey!HsTsTe3 that I sign 

a petition for the Uhitod. I renenber that they had about a doze^Tanes 
mi the petition. I remember that the last name on the petiton vras^BB 

- i also saw the names of Plotch 4 Austin, A 'hoy told me to join up 
i^^^%r:ited and they would get me a bettor job, that is that I could get 
a better location -down below. They didn 'i threaten me at all, even when I 
told then I wouldn't sign their petition. 

: 

"In September of 1937 I went out to tho nine as I hoard the nine was 

to open. I do not remember how we'vere all notified, but do recall we were 

all set to work. I remember that we didn't Start to work because Elshoff 
wouldn't agree to recognise Progressive as having the sole bargaing rights. 
I believe that a few of the United nen started to work so our nen set up a 
picket line outside the nine. I stayed out on the picket line most of 
the time, but vre all went hone when we wore served with an injunction, ■ 


"I renenbe-r that a few days after the injunction was served, an attempt 
T^as made to start the- nine again at which time about 12 or 14 United non 
started to work, but they didn't work long. X was not at the mine on that 
* day. In December of 1937 there was an K L B B election, and everything 


/ 






election in December of 1937. I remember 


that Tt>nj Plotch carte to my house in the euianer tine and asked me why I 
dicta ’t join" the Halted, He said I would got a better •entry* at the plant. 

Ho wanted me to sign a membership card, but I told him I dicta *t want to bo 
he left. 

"I went back to Min e B in 1939 when the nine re opened. When I first 
tried to start work I was told they weren *t ready for me, hut I started work 
about 2 or three weeks after th© rest had started. When X went out to the 
mine Oscar Fhlcetti told me my section had caved in and that I had no 
section to work in. I started working in a differ ent section when I went 
back and dicta T t get back to my old section, for almost a year. I 

didn't hoar any remarks about any fires. wb&s^^ 

"Wien we went back to the Mine we worked vrder an "open shop* rule, 
but in ny opinion the nen at first thought the Progressives would win out, 

I think Elshoff & the company showed favortism toward United, but it is prett; 

hard for me to give any definite information about that. It was the rumor 

that in order to get a job at the nine it was necessary for a 

to the united officials. It was the rumor that if a man saw 

Edmunds on, Boh in non or any other mi tod official that a man c enu a ? geo5j^K 

A lot of our "nerTTelt that 'there wa3 some connection botvioen Ihitod and the 

company, but none of us could prove anything. 

"I have read the above statement consisting of se\ien pages And declaro 
it to be true and correct. I have initialed the first six pages and have 
signod this, the seventh and last page.* 


"Witnessed 


/s/ fj 
* * 






Special Agents, F. B. I., 
U. S. Dept, of Justice* 
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Agents 
Appears 



to tan 


story well. It 
testify tc th 


a clear recollection cr natters at Mine M and telle hie 
is believed that he would make a satisfactory witness to 
se natters set out in the following statement which he signed* 

> * . - * 



J 


"August 80, 1948 
Springfield, Illinois 



special Agent s 


make the following voluntary statement to 
oth of idicm have identified themselves as be» 
ederal Bureau of Investigation. So threats or 


premises have been made to induce me to make a statement* 


born In tlUn,U 
I first started W£ 
years old and^joined the U.M.W. ir. 
any union, I started working for Kiri© 
member of the Fnk union. 




arid presently live at 

the mines when I was about JH 
never held an office in 
and at that tine I was a 


"aj far as I vms concerned, conditions at the plant were good up 
until the tine of the strike. I used to attend nest of the union meetings 
and we were told our contract was tc expire in March and that KLS30FF was 
going tc renew cur contract. I was told by the union that between April 1, 
1937 and May 12, 1937, ELSHQFF had refused to meet with our men and agree 
to a new contract. Prior to the time of the strike there were no picket - 
lines at the nine that I know of, 

V 

"I did not attend a union meeting the night befor^thestrike and 
so I do not know of any action they took that night, read 

a list of 12 nones tc me and I. knew all of these men alTTnen^meT I had 
heard those men were supposed to be c^ies for the lT.li.tt'. and know that they 
were expelled from the union .for not being good nifc union men. I think that 
it was at a regular meeting about a week before the strike that the 12 men 
mentioned were ordered expelled from the union for 99 years* I recall that 
one of our officers got up before the meeting A read off sene charges to the 
effect that these men had been carrying cn activities for the U.M.Yf, Some 
of the spies were at the meeting and didn’t make any effort to deny the 
charges* 

"I went to work on the morning of the strike and. took up my regular 
job as a digger in^jjPMft ‘.Then I got to the mine I saw about 400 men stand* 
ing around and I wast^^i that the PKA. men did not want the men who had been 
expelled from the union tc go to work with then, I had heard that these men 
had gone to FALCSTTI and he gave than their *live check* to go to work that 
mcming. It was ray impression that none of the men wanted to work with thee* 
men. , / y $ ■ 
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*1 recall that some of the men sorted sending up short 
loads, but I loaded all of my cars just as they were sup- 
posed to be. I believe that most of the man were sore 
at the conpfaiy for letting the spies go to work* I also 
think some of the men were sore at the company for not giving us a new con- 
tract and meeting with cur officials* I think the men went on strike that 
day due to the spies working and also because we couldn’t agree as to wages. 


INTERVIEW WITH 



*1 quit work at the regular tine and when I got on top I was told 
the mine was on strike. I remember that I signed a petition at the 

1 T +/\ zrtn +:Vi« r^»+l1+:^ T R1 rTlSfl 1 

M* j X > Ai- * i m *«wl/ vwjr ■*.*■'* rw ^ w w -*■ «. — ■ ■ » * ~ — — 

wanted to go back to work. 

"After the strike and in the summer of 1937, k DGM^ 

J NIC RAS.jJALE cane to my house and asked me to join the They told 

me that if I didn't join United X would never work at Mine D again* DOMINIC 
did most of the talking and said he knew I wouldn't work if I didn’t sign up* 
I told him I whs going to -think it over* In that Summer there were no other 
attempts to get me to join the Ul£7* 


"In September of 1937 I recall that there was a notice in the paper 
that the nine was to open, so all the men went out to the nine, we got' 

out to the mine FALCKTTI said the mine vroujd only open up if U.H.W. fawn 
worked the mine. He said he wanted 50 men to go into the nine and clean up 
so the rest of the men could go tc work* TOiJ^DILLON, president of our local 
said he would furnish 50 men, but FALCETTI said, 'I’m just working here the 
same as you fellows. I’m just under orders* I’ve got orders to hire only 
United men* 1 PALCETTI then said for the rest of us to stand by and let those 
go to work that wanted to. About tan rr 12 men went into the mine and all 
of these men were the spies who hod teen working for United* I recall this v 
wps about 6:30 a*m* & our men then left the mine and went to union headquar- 
ters where we held a meeting, decided to go to work the “next day and 
throw up & picket line so the united men couldn’t go to work* About 400 of 
us went out to the mine the next day ojid the men who had worked the day b^ 
fore went into FALCETTI’s office and didn’t try to go to work* The sheriff 
end some of his deputies were there to see that nobody was hurt. Our men 
then started on a sit down strike at the mine and kept ft picket line at the 
mine until the picket line was broken up by the injunction in &ec* of 1937* 

I was on picket duty off and on most cf that time. 

"I remember that within a week after the injunction some of the 
United men went to the mine and started to work* There was only about 10 
or 12 men and they were the some ones who had been expelled from the union* 

I do not know of any notice that was given to anyone to report for work at 
that time k I think it wns just 'an idea of the united men heard about these 
men working so our union lavryer^>0LL, had an injunction Issued stopping those 
men from working. / 
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"I recall there vai an NLRB election in December of 1937 
and to the beet of my kncwl ed£e everything went along good. 
I do not know of anyone being threatened or any strong am 
tactics used by either side* 


■lnn5ovecibbfc_of 1939 I received notice to report for work and so I 
started working again ns^. member of P.M.A. jAf tp£ ,1 started working in 1939 
I was contacted many time# by ^OTCH # AU STDT aflg^Ptker B and they would Bay* 
ty C uM better get ri^ht and join' the U^M^. because that 1 * the way it 1 # going. 
It wp.s my impression that the company was only hiring united men from 1939 on 
until the election in Feb. of 194i, It is my inf oraaWonthat 
was one of the men hired about that time* I bel levs lives 

t. J w — . uLJ an fw n + \J-f a-* ^ T"2 T ■f' t D T — 1 ", r i^.n4 «4 An 4-V* 

X £| Uvff aui n ^ -w. X HO U * XV X » ypJJiAk/41 w-mj 

at that time he first had to see the United nan & gej 
and then go tell FjiLCETTI he was a United man, 
was hired in that manner. 




I believe 


boy 

get along. 


was workxr 
section because we couldn’t 


"I have read over this entire statement of seven pages, have initial 
ed the first six, and hereby sign this page. Thi® sta tenant is true to the t- 
of my memory,* ~ 4 ' 


WITNESSES 



) Special Agents, FBI 
U. 6* DEPT. OF JUSTICE 
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was inter led b y Special Agsits 

This witness is 

speech and intelligence^ It is felt that he would be 
a favorable witness to testify to those natters set forth in the follow- 
ing statement which he executed* 



"Springfield, Illinois 
. .iufi. 29, 1943 


the following voluntary statenent 

tc k>th °f whan have identified 

themselves to ne to beB^c^u^Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. No throats i>r promises have been nflde to no to in- 
duce ne to nake this statenent. 



: was 

at 

Spring 

I havgjiever held any 


: ice 


sently reside 
nine in 

■Jti the U.ii*;/. union in that year, 
the year I went to work at line B 


mm 

wBs^jpl 

jav^pever held any offi 
in and joined the P.M.a. mion at that tine, hhon I first 

started working for line B the working conditions were all right 
and things seenod to be going along OK. 


"at the tine- of the strike in 193? I was working as a digger in 
the South West part of the nine. I knew that there was a mion 
netting Just a day or tw.. before the strike, but I never paid nuch- 4 
attention to union activities, os far as. I know all the nan were 
getting along all right with the oonpany. Our vnion officers seened 
to be doing their job well and the company seened to liko our union. 


"I heard talk after the strike that sone of the P.M.A. nen were 
working fur the U.1LA. I also heard that the strike was over these 
nen. 

"I do not knew anything about any dispute between the company 
and the nen over wages as I never paid nuch attention to what the 
union wag doing. I do not know whether the rest of our vnion was 
doing anything about wages at that tine. 


"On the day of the strike in 193? I went to work as usual and 
ronenber that some of out union officers were having a talk with 
Falcetti in his office about sone nen who were supposed to be dis- 
charged. Sone of these nen wore *.ndy, Joe /J banes e, John Sirtout, 
and maybe sone others that I can T t renonberT 5ur f'fficbj'S'^ane out 
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INTERVIEW WITH 



/ - ' “i - Xr “fyi***” ;■ 
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and told ue to go back to work. TTe Jiad all been talking ' : 
about these men Who were supposed to be spies for about 
two weeks before the strike. 


"I know that in the morning on the day of the strike some of the 
men were loading cars short, but I don’t know anything else about it. 

I think the men were loading the cars short to impress it on the company 
to discharge the men the union wanted fired. I worked all that day as 
usual and didn’t know there was a strike until I came to the top after 
our work was done 4 somebody said we wore on strike. 


”l didn *t go out to the mines the next day and about two weeks 
after the strike ± signed a petition to go back to work. I don’t 
know whether some one came to ay house or whether I signed the petition at the 
union hall. I do not know anything about any new U.U.W. local being formed 
in the summer of 1937 and was not approached to join it. As far as I was con- 
cerned j- wanted to go back to work in the suianer of 1937 but only under 
the Progressive, I attended some meet?, igo in the summer of 1937 and I think 
that most of the men favored PlfA. 


"In the fall of 1937 I went out to the npnc quite a bit to do 
picket duty and was out there when we v/ore served with an injunction to 
break up. Our enion leaders asked us to go out to the mines to picket so 
as to protect our jobs. There were no threats on violence on the part 
of anyone. 

"TThcn the injunction was served all of the men folt the company 
had switched over to the U.E.w, and that ELshoff was against the 
Progressive. It was my idea that the company wouldnjt sign a contract > 
and recognize the progressive union so \tc folt the company was favor- 
ing the U.K.A. 

"I heard that some of the men tried to go back to work in Doc. 
of 1937 but I didn 't go to the mine at that time. In Dec. of 1937 the 
NLRB supervised an election at the armory and we all met at our hall and 
then marched to the armory in groups of about 15 or 20. There was no 
violence of any kind that I know of. 

"I know that I went back to work at iHne-B- sometime after the 
rdne opened up in. November of 1939. when I went back to the mines 
they were operating on an open shop basis. As a rule I was one of the 
last to start work every day so I didn’t see any fighting or any 
violence. I had heard that there wore fights, but I didn 't see any. 

7/hen the company started hiring new nen at this tine it seemed as 
though theonly new men hired were U.H.V. men. It was rry impression 
that .JMj of the U.M.e, was friondly with Oscar Falcetti and it 
seenoa ■ astn^waen he took a new man into Falcetti to get a job, that 
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oan always got a job & it always seened to tum out 
that he was a nenber of the U.H.V/. I know that Bohannon 
was also a good friend of ftlcotti. 

"In ny opinion all of our nen felt that the- new nen being hired 
were all nen and that the RAi was gradually being out nunfeercd. We 
could see that sone of our older nen wero leaving and their places were 
beir^ taken by non. It is ny opinion that a lot of noney was spent by 
Ifrited to beat the progressives out of }<ine B - I feel that the progressive 
in ion was sold out by sone one. 


IN TER RIS, nTTH 



"I have read the above stat orient and declare it to bo true and correct 
to the best of ny nonury, 



'r 



Special Agents, 

U.S. Dep't, of Justice," 


i 
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j INTERVIEW WIia lB ragppaHB^^W the following ln vogt 
S ' 1 ^ Special Agents 

Springfield, Illinois on August 27 * 1 J 43 
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and 


I, Springfield, Illinois, Agents intortiowod * ■ 

no 


It was noted that he was above average in intelligence a non-'* ninei 
and that h o had a fair knowledge of the affairs that occurred 

and he appear ed to be very cooperativ e and truth 
c-nents . t is believed 

h~ wo laid aake a goocfwnt 

He furnished the following three page typav*Tltten signed statement 
to Agents : • 



Springfield, uj.,, 
August 27, 1943. 


HI. . an raaklng 


who arc BuroaiTol lnvel 

V. S. Dept. of Justice, and no promises or threats have bean nade a». 



igatior 



*1 was born „ ;>m _ 

§ the Halted StatifT^'i firsl"^oahed^l.ilhors 

years old. I have been; unemployed since }fey 12, 19! 


years old. 
any union office. 



m a citizen- 
when I was 
ve never held 


I worked a.’Hine B in Springfield* 111. fron about f/KJ 
to 1937. Around 1932 there was a split in the United Hno workers became 
of a cut in wages and I recall that there were 2 elections held under UU» 
and that the ballots were stolen and as a result of this Progressive ItLners 
of ^aoerica local was formed. I don’t know at that tine whether or not l!r, 
Carl Alshoff favored one mien over the other. In 1932 I was in favor of 
PI A because I felt they were nore honost and square and I felt that John 
L. Le^is was unfair to the men and that it vas about tiix- Some new nan should 
take over. 

"prom 1932 until Eay, 1937 I know of no tiVauble. or difficulties that 
the management of the nine B had with Piiu and they all seemed to get along 
alright, as far as I cau remember. Be Wee 1932 and ’.shon the strike began 
the PiA officials and f!A ninors all got along fine and never had any 
difficulties and tho minors never snspao^Sd that PIA officials were crooked. 
In regard to tho FA there appeared to w nc leader or big shot running tbs 
show but all the miners and tho officials worked together and operated the 
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(continued) 





for all of us. 



local very nicely and there never was *uf ■ 
trouble over this matter. I favored the 
Fl'A local as they were doing a lot of good 


■3etv?een 1932 and 1937 there were about 14 men workin^ in the 

l TV's H T. UT nc e Vrti+ rtWHiV^fPiri'-. » «"k rv 4* r\ b-w rt’ + V p* + 4- 1-, » >» _ 

j_ -i- a j'w — Hiiy » ■ ui i_ * *? uu w* nt-i ^ uaiv, OwUiAU w floj.'l/ > wiav w ic jr wgi Q i o'" 

ceivin^ money from 0117 because these men were: talking to the Yli*. miners abow 
.• 3 oin_. over t° 01 1* and these 14 men all seemed to have a lot of extra money 
and some also ^.ot ne* cars end other things. These 14 .men never talked to 
me about s’ : in in ^ back to UM.7. I heard that DU.' had sent out literature and 
pamphlets but I never saw or received any. 

"In regard to the PMo. members bein^ convicted for the bombings 
it was the opinion of all us miners that the United Mine workers were behind 
that and that the Flii. men convicted had nothing to do with it at all. 


"I recall that Andrew Schr&levious, Doi^nic /asguale, Pete Carter, 
Frank Austin, Tony rlotch, John (Cotton)^ jinanias, John Sirtout, ,0eo._and 
Emory ~Jncaway, Charles Bohannon and Janes "Hale, were at Mine B and these are 
some of the 14 men X referred to abov^. ~ 


B I never heard or know of ary parties or social affairs between 
B ii.no officials and U117. 


, “The cause of the strike in 1937 was not caused over wages but 
was tb^ result of Mine B not firin 0 Pete Carter and Frank Austin after they 
had bocn expelled from ?HA and thcr- ui /.it hav^ b^en a fan more who were 
expelled too. I did not attend the moetin^ when the men were expelled and 
I don't recall if it was a r.gular or special meeting. In regard to when the 
strike started at Mine B it was not known to us miners that there would be 
a strike. However, oii that morning we all went to work but w„ did not like 
the idea that the management of l f ine B would not fire these men who were 
cxpollod. But v»c rtorkad £nd t s,t ovoning v;ent home and did not know that £ 
strike would be. I learned about the men being expelled thru gossip at the 
ni no and T learned about it the next mornin’. 


Te miners did not feel that we could got mo:«or better benefit* 
by changing over to UIi,‘ from EA. There never were any coal cars bain.-, loader 
short until the dag of the strike when we miners saw Carter and Austin go 
down into the nine ai t,r the management should hav fired them. Tliis did not 
set well with the miners and they did not take an interest in their work be- 
cause they felt that the lane B management was favoring Ui£.*« F__1C3TTI never 
said anything to me as to her; he felt about the rll. and U1L7. If the manage- 
ment "ould have fired these ^xpellod men there would not have been ary trouble 
at Mina B at all. 


f 




i 

i 
k > 




lOTbRVIEr.’ VIT "Shortly after the cdne closed 1 recall ■ r 
(continued) that I signed a Pl£i petition ■which «u • 

gottenup by FI&. as * recall it 1 

signed this petition on the highway near i£Lne_B txit most signed up for Rfc. 

*11 of us si(3oed this petition of our wm free will and no force or pressure 
was used by anyone to make us sign and we signod the petition because "»e 
wanted PM4 to be our local there. > 



"I never signed any petition for the TOT." at any time but my wife, 
told me then tnnt TO..T r'LOTCF a^cisnother^^^^ho nd-^it have bean 
11.RL3S BOH/.MJONj came to 0tu? J 7ibuse at "Springfield, 111. 

and~Thqtrre3~ror n- and 1 b.lieve that their purpost^nen was to sec me about 
joinin-, over to UJL". ICT wife says that Plotch pointod some blue stoel 
weapons at her while he~sat in hi 3 car at that time. 


B I recall that n short time later I signed some other petition 
in the Mina B coal office, and i don’t recall who circulated this petition 
but I know I was for Pii* at all times. 


"I never was asked to join a TJM7 local in summer of 1937* I 
recall that in Burmar of 1937 H.-IVEY . who lived on Second St., was 

the F3L. en-ineer at Mine B looking trerts. equipment even tho the mine was 
closed, hilliams was i . f-vor of FMu always and he once told wy wife and I 
that XII. non had once drawn guns at him at the mine and were not going to 
1st him work unless he was on the Ui*..' side. He tola us that he finally had 
to quit. . hlLLI/JB died this last winter in Springfield, 111. If I recall 
right ’.71 Ilians told us that one of the men was DOJI NIC ?oS9U.*IS and. the 
other was an Italian. 


n0 I don’t recall of anything unusual that happened during summei* 
of 1937 regarding this strike. 


Mine 




"During the fall of 1937 I did not reqqfvo ary notic e t , 
was goin., to oxn. However, HidtVbT -TLILIB and £gj| ' 
who also worked at the minej camif'to^u home and to. 
uhat he heard The EL3HCSFF was going „o reopen the' mine the f ollowing morn- 
ing with U?i; non and 'williams said that inasi.mch as PI!u was in control that 
all PMi. men should be at Mine B th p following morning, -^ho following morn- 
ing I rode out to Mane B vvi ■- T* $ST ' phonetic) and when 1 got there 

all of us PHu non woreThem and F. J..OniW^^u3ld us that he wanted 25 UH7 men 
to go down into the nine to clean it up and some of those 14 men I mentioned 
before including FlhJIh ^.USTIN, went down into the mine* The picketing 
started then the next Torning after i~Ak had a meeting in town. : ne next 
morning no one went down and we PI£ fellows started to guard the property 
and those 12 or 13 Lien who went down the day before did not go down again. 


1 
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(continued) 



W I spent quite a bit of qy tine at the tiae 
during this picketing and we were guard- 
ing the property as we were afraid that * 


UL r r might cone in and damage the mine property. The strike there was very • 
oilier ly and it was just to protect the property. No outsiders were brot 
in by Pit. at all as just the local PM4 miners were out there. However the 
sheriff and his nen were out thero too. 

"77e were doine this picket work just to protect the property 


1937 I heard about NLRB goin^ to hold an election at the ^rnory In Spring- 
field and altho I did not have to ro and vote I nevertheless wanted to vote 


that PIL won by 434 to 25. This election was by secret ballot and _it was 
perfectly legal and nothing crooked about it and I know that the other FI£A 
men voted for P! 4 . because they bclievod that vzs the host union. About two 
nontbs after the mine opened in Sopt. 1339 I first received uy registered 
letter from I£r. Elshoff offering ne back qy job. 


U}5.‘ won was because I had hoard thru gossip that many U?f,‘ nen were going 
ardound to the homes of KL. and was tolling them to vote for UM7 and they 
also were -iven liquor and other things. I believe that the same 14 men were 
the ones going around. In regard to this second NLRB election tho pH. k men 
had to go dowi. to vote by certain streets. 



**I don’t know anything ebout a strike in Doc. 1937. In December, 



”1 also voted at the second NLRB election 
then and I voted again for PTi.. The election was hole 



•*1 have never joined the UM7. 

"This 3 page atat i«nt has been road to no and i^y wife by Agent 



and it is true and correct rrd I have signod it 01 ny own free will. r 




M Special /.gent, FBI, St, Paul, Minn, 
Special Agent, FBI, Kilwaukeo, Wis.* 
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who resides in his own hone on 
Llinois, was interviewed at the Sprin^fia 
Leo on t ho nornin" of August 3 0. 1 

(and 

LlinoIsT He is considers 

inf agents as a c?od potential v.itness duo to his above average intelli- 
:*onoc for a minor, *jood appearanoe, and ;;:>od ability tt express hinsclf* 
He is inclined to bo verbose and state his c nclusiona as facts. Bo 
^ove information as set forth in the following signed statanent* 




"Sprinrfield, HI. 
..urust 30, 1943." 



none tho folio; -in 3 stateoont to 

.nc who have identified themselves 

io no to De special .^onts or au of Investigation. Mo , 

promises, threats, or c nsidoration of any kind has boon nade to nc to 
make this statement. I an rilling, if necessary, to fe to court and rope at 
ahy part of this etateuent. 


»I first joined the Ui 



rat went 



n't 90 back ti tho Union Rolls uni 

—— ruXufnce 'to Lint B. Z Joined the Pryrossiv&i tUne 

^rkers of America in 1932 whon t?te*nln 4 wont ovor fron tjia UitT. 'Jt”'" 
that tine iT^e-ht over, but did not particularly T.ant to chance unions. 

I chnnjod bocauso I wantod to follow- the majority. I was not satisfied 
with the FIST ^f A at that tine. Tho check offs wero too high. I also 
thought th-t thure was no sonao in having two uni >ns. I always felt 
that way, and told v; hoover asked nc about it exactly what I felt about 
this natter. A couple of years before tho strike in 1937 this situation 
improved as far as thO'dieck offs axire concerned, but I still wanted to 
have only onu Union. In ny opinion quito a fow of the non at the nine 
felt the sane as I did. Before tho strike there a?urc several nen who 
had signed up with tho United lino Torkers. None of then over talked to 
no, but I understand tht at tho tine of the strike there was a najority 
of nen signed up with' tho U1T.«". I do not know because I dET"not soe the 
records, or talked to tho non. t 


"In 1932 when the FILT was fomod, Elshoff a^cnod to favor the 
PUT, His fav >ritisn seemed to follow for sovoral years and then I - 
noticed that ho- chan^od aver to favoring the UTS7. I do not recall <my 
Specific acts that -ccurrod to favor the UH» nen, Thoro were not many 
of then in the nino, and ho could not do too nuch, but it scened as if 
he was favoring then a:rin. ; 


f -t 
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n I was not at the Union meeting the ni^ht before the’ A\->. . 
ttjPBB election. I had seen men In groups through the nine 
I. continued) in the days before the strike talking and arguing. They ~~~ 


seemed to be upset over the wage scale and the contract the 
the KJN had, as not giving the men as much as the EUCT contract. That is 
TKe re is on that I think that many of the men had signed up with the UU7 ’ 
before the strike. .1 did not know th-t there was going to be a strike* 

I thought that the strike was callod by the P1I57 officials in order Xo 

keep the rest of the men from signing up vith the UTU. I do not know 
that this was the reason, because I never talked to any one about it, but 
that \jp.s ny opinion at the time of the strike. I did not sign any petitions 
after the strike. 1 knew that ther., -vs a UU7 local formed, but nobody 
ever asked me to join this local. I was at tho mine part of the tins 
during the picket lino. I did not g^t there the day that it started. 

"I voted at the election at th„ Armory in December 1937. As 
far as I knar it ins a fair election. Nobody tried to influence ay vote. 

I voted exactly as I ranted to vote. I understand that in some of those 

elections men have boon threatened, but I do not knorr that that happened 

at this election because I never saw anyone threatened, and did not hoar 
anything about such a threat. 

*1 went back to work a for days after tho nine reopened in 1939. 

I think that thoro ms only on*, time that they atter\ptod to open the 4 
mine during all the time that it vas do'.vn. That was in August, T believe, 
in 1937. TJhen I went back in the nine there had boon quite a for falls. 

Sh ft Number 5 vas pretty badly filled up, and it took them a long time 
to get it back into operation. There had been no fires, and no other 
big ceve^ins at the nine, while it vas closed, that I observed. 

"During tho tine that I have worked at this nine There never, 
has been a Special nan checking a ir in the d ay tine. A nan"*did that at 
night after midnight. I knew | .V 3H at the nine after the nine . 
•reopened . T do not know what he v’s s^RIWed to be doing, but I know 
that I . saw him with equipment that an air check taan would be using. I 
do not know vhat activities wore undertaken at tho nine in organizing 
the United Ilino Workers. I a shot fire nan, .and do not go down in 
tho mine until about 1:15 FU, and do not cone up lyitil after all thp 
rain are gone. Because* I v s out there at different tines I do not know 
much about what vis happening at the mine, and sinco I did not go to 
Union nee tings I do net knot/ nuch about "i at happened there among the 
non. A 3 far as I know there was no violence at the nine. I heard that ’ 
some of the non were beaten, but I did not see any. Tho beatings and, 
violence that I heard about oc cured after the strike. I did not hear 
of any violenco bcinr undertaken at ?!ine D by terabors of the Progressive 
tine TTorkors of Anorica, or tho United lelno To orkers . ) — ■ 

.... - 1 * - ■■ ‘ : ' : , . 




"I w a never approached by anyone in connection with 
Joining either union beenue everyone knew ny opinion, 

"I have road the alovo statement on this page and two 
is true and accurate. 



M 





F.3.I." 


7 Id - 


I _ . ^ _W “ ■ , 






Oto August 
Street, 

Agents 

time he advised that he had 
that he -was very ignorant and would make a very poor witness. 


read the statement to him and he signed it by an n x** 
hen signed his name also to the statement* which is as 




Springfield* 111*, 
August 30, 1943 * 


this free and votu^^rp and' 

who are known to me to bo Special Agents of the Federal Bureau or Inves 
gation, U.S. Department of Justice* So threats or promises have been made 



king 


* 1 was born and came to the United States 

abou > iBpMl and became a ci titgn Jwyear s ago^I have not worked 

for About years ago or more 

I joined t heun^ woTfrolne in Springfield, 111* said I 

never held any union office* 

M I worked at Mine B in Springfield, 111* about ^Pye&rs in all* 
Before FfclA cane in at MineTf IMT got along alright with tffi management* I 
changed over to ?MA because all the others did and it did not make any 
difference to me as I had to work to lj.ve and it didn't matter to me which 
union I belonged to* No one forced me to join FMA then in 1932. I always 
would join whatever union most of the men belonged to* I don't know Elshoff 
at all as I never saw him al tho I worked for him and I don’t know of any 
trouble he may have had with anyone and I don’t know anything at all about 
him or how he ran hi a mine* 


*1 did not know of anything wrong with PMA union as they seemed to f 
mo to be same as UMTi or other unions as it didn’t matter to me which union 
was in* At the mine in 1937 wo were told thore was no work and we all went 
home. I don’t know why there was no work and I don’t know why there was a '"IT 

strike. Wo work so everybody went home. I never signed no paper for any** 
body when the mine closed in 1937* Nobody ever came to ray home or saw me at 
the mine about joining over to IM7 from FMA* Wo one bothered me or threatened 
me to join over. I never was at Mine B when thoy had picketing or wore hav- 
ing the sit down strike. I never went back to Mine B at all till they opened 
for good. I don’t know about any IMT spies at the Kina B* Nobody ovef 
bossed me there. I never voted at any National Labor Relations Board in the 
Armory in Springfield, 111. I would go to FWA meetings once in a while but 
not all the times, as I hover understood what v/ae going on because I don’t 




Re: JOHH L. LEi.18* BT AL 


INTERVIEW 


understand English 
not fine me* 


7 * - • - -• t. 

■ ■ ■■ ‘ 

J . / V - S - ' 

very well and I would go so they would 


: ' 


.continue 


*The whistle "blew v;hen mine reopened and I went hack to 
work. Xobody wrote me nor told to go back. I went to work right away as my 
room was alright and there was no falls there* I don’t know what kind of ' 
wage scale they had when we returned to work. I was a coal digger there* 
After mine B opened up I paid no dues to anyone and then later" some Joined 
DUW so I joined with them, but no one forced me to join nor told me to join* 


•'.'hen I went back the mine locked the same to me as it was before 
and I don’t know if there were any cave-ins there or not* I don’t know such 
of what was going there as I just wanted to make a living* I never went to 
school and don’t understand things well at all so don't know what it was all 
about. , 

i 

*1 can not road the English language so T have had son read 
this 1 page statement to me and it is true and right and as Z can't write my 
name I have placed a cross for my name* : . 
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dulled mentality, and an obnoxious appearanoe. He could only recall events 
which excited him. 


. _ ureau of Investigation. No promise., 

threats, or consideration of any kind has been made to me to get me to make 
this statement. I am willing, if necessary to go to court to repeat this 
statement. 

*1 have been mining since f[H In §952 I joined the Progressive 
Mine workers of America. I was glad to be able to join- the Progressives 
them I was not working at Min e B then, and did not go to Mine B until 


still a member of the Progressives. I do not want to join the United Mine 
■Berbers. I have never wanted to join the United Mine Borkers since I have 
belonged to the Progressives. 

“Before the strike at Mine B in 193? things went along pretty 
well. Everybody liked the Progressive Mine Workers, and the officers of 
local #64. The only people I knew'br'WiO weTd~ J cbmplaining about the Union 
were 12 men who the union kicked out. ue had a strike because the mine 
managers would not fire these men who had been kicked out of the Union, I 
went out and stayed at the mine for two or three months until the Marshall 
came with an injuction and we left. I voted in the election which was held 
a few days after the injunction. It was a fair election. No one told mo 
how to vote. I voted just as I pleased. There was no trouble at all. 

“TThen we wont back to the mine after the strike, there were a 
few falls. They lost box #6. They still have not fixed that part, as far 
as I know. The men who were supposed to be working in Box 5 who were Pro- 
gressives were given bad jobs in other part of the mine, but the men who 
were United Line Workers got good jobs in the other parts of the mine. 

There were a lot of men hired at the mine who were supposed to be timbo man . 


The following is a signed statement obtained from 



'’Springfield, 111. 
August 28, 1943. 



I make the following statement Id 
, who have identified themselvei 


I was a member of the Progressives all the time and liked that union. 1 am 









or something else, but they did not work, sad Jttrt 
went arour^tlgj&ira^taljcijig to people T One of the* 
was named 



supposed to go around the mine checking the 
nan to do that before the strike* 



psny 


n After the strike I was asked many times to Join the United Hind 
I did not want to join and told the men that I would not* Joe 

asked me to Join the United Kine Korkers* 
also asked me to Join the Uplted Kine 
argued with me about it in my room, 
told me that ha would kill me if I 
Someone told me that I would have tp 
join the United Kino workers if I was going to stay and work at that mine. 

I told them that X lid not want to join the United Mine workers, and if they 
did not want me at Line B I would quit. I could have kept my job at Mins B 


workers. 

Lbaneso and 
^ ahe 
rtorkers man^time s 
and one day he hit me 
did not quit saying things about him. 



ne 


promised me good 
rs* I quit at Mine 


if I had joined the United Kine workers, 
room if I would come back and join the UniTe 
B "because I did not want to join- the United Mine Workers, and wanted to 
stay as a Progressive. 


*1 was never dissatisfied with the Progressive Jiine liorkers. Hons 
of the men in the FiSfi of A treated me mean or ^hreatoneef meT^’Y’TfiWiy* 
voted in all the elections exactly as I wanted to vote* 

V 

"I have read the above stagnant on this page and two other pages. 
It, is all true and accurate and I am willing to go to court if necessary 
and repeat any part of this statement. 





Re: JOHN L. LET, US, 


ET AL 


ervtet; ara 


-<o 

was interviewed at hiwresidence^^M|M^^Illiii#ls 
ra cial Agen ts jgSHHIp and 51* 

1943, ^(||^|^tatecHn^a^^iot hav^^LcrffiBSl record# 

|Vould not make a good witness as he is uneducated and is very vague 
>out the facts* 

The following statement was obtained fr 





111#, 

Aigust 31, 194S, 


111*, make the following voluntary statement 
1 know to be Special Agents of the 
3ur?nru of no force, threats or promisee have beeir 

made in obtaining this ctvteraenT and I know that what I may say may be used 
In a court of law* 


in 

my 



"I was born irJ 
am a citiren”b 


■or 




enmigrntod to the TJ* S * 

ch citizenship was cfeFivod through 


»t i - v.. - r mr* ; ^ 

i. yyuujutj a. mtnauui ui t XU 


mine in 

employed 




T of flFfc /1 ,, _ 

TV 44Q U X 0 V L%1 VWU TTV/4 ** • 

IIBn- ' 


**Vintr In * ^ n# 1 

4 ^ .*»** *“ - 

was employed at Jftne in about I am now 


*1 have never held an office in any union. 


"In 1932 I was a member of a looal UMTT. The local UK7 for some 
unknown reason changed to PKA so I bee— a member of FKA.* 


"Prior to the change from UM.T local to PMA- Elshoff of Hinc 
seemed to have been on good relations with U157* 

"Between Sept, 1932 and Kay 12, 1937 there were no strikes at 
?-iine n B w and the mine was not closed dovna. 

w TTo one attempted to change me from UK7 to PKA. between Sept. 1932 
and May 12, 1937* The management seemed to have been on good relations 
*ith PMA and the management had a good attitude toward settling grievance^ 

*1 considered FliA a good Pinion and I was satisfied with R9j BO 
unusual special assessments \;ere placed against me by PU&. I took no 

''nterest in union activities* I took no interest in the bombing cases and 
can furnish no information concerning them* 


Re: JOHN L. LE.YIS, ST AL 




* 7 v i -,r -.£■ $ .....r* -r ; w ** - 

-' ' - J w* 


* ■ ’'':/ ■ i5" -< V 1 - * V^r.-V? 

ID ' ; -"’'V; 

TITERVICT '.TTT H "I io not remenber a UKT picket line at Hint *S* ketweea ;„; 

Sept. 1932 and May 12, 1937 nor did X fee argr literature 
^ conblnuet^^ being distributed at the mine* , > 


*--■ .£1 


1937. 


"No one attempted %o convert ihe from Flit to TJ1C7 prior to Hay 1^ „ *» 


'»i . 


"I never saw any official* of U1C? associating with the Management 
of Mine "B*. - . - 

\ ' ■ 4 

"I never heard about a wage scale controversy in the Spring of 1937, 

« 

!-> 

*1 did not attend a meeting of FMA on the night of Uay 11, 1937, < 

I do not r ember if I received notico of such a meeting or not* 


*0n about May 12, 1937 I went to work as usual, rorooone told me the * 
mine was on strike so I returned home* I do not know why the strike was 
called as no one told me* 


*1 do not recall signing any petitions in tho summer 6f 1937* 


*1 know nothing of the formation of a UJC7 local in the Summer of 

1937. 

•Sometime in Sept, 1937 FXk advised me that Vine was to open*' 

On going to the mine I was told by somoono I could not work, but no reason 
was given, I acted as a voluntary FMA picket from time to time from Sept, 

1937 to sometime in Pov, 1937 when an injunction was obtained to prevent tho 
picketing. All the pkcets were minerB at Kino "B** 

i 

K "I do not know tho attitude of the miners of Mine "B* concerning the 

injunction, \ 

• Some tine in December 1537 I voted in the NLRB election for PMA, N 

So far as I know the election was fair and no violence took place during the 
election. 


*1 think I obtained a position at Mine *A* in the last part of 
1937 and dropped all interest in Mine^B"* I cannot furnish any information 
subsequent to tho last part of 1937 concerning l^ine tt B*. During the time 
I was employed at Mine •A 11 it was not owned by Elshoff* 

/ \ 

* I am at the present a member of FMA and consider it a good ui^ion* * 




■I have had the four pagoe of this statement read to m 
and the statement is true and cohreot to the best of 
my knowledge* 


r(signed) 


"'Jitnessed 



Special Agent - F.B.I. (signed) 
peoial Agent, T.B. I. "(signed) 


<o 


A 



t, 


■ ' -V 



J 



f 

t 

I 


JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


'fcOTEKVIEPf WITH 




The f o 1 lcwln^nrraBtlgat l on was oonm. 
Agents and f - 

Illliioll^^uIgua^Zw* IS 
After making wlou. lnaulrW_agflnti looeted j 
at hie residence, 

sea he has never been arrested in ms lire* 


It is felt that would raJce a f*ir witness If oalled. 

gave agents the 


following signed etatenenti 





free and volnpt^TTggTSSept- *nd ’ 

nho axe known to me to be Special Agent a of the Federax Bureau of Jnv# it le- 
gation* TJ. S. Department of Justice* Ho force or premise* have Been 
made ne to give this statement* 





*1 was bort. 

and beoej^e a o It 11 en t nru my rat 
In Springfield* 111 # $ for about^ 
SB and am now working at the 


and carre to TJ* S* when about 
jr”many year* ago* I worked 
y ear* an d Quit t here abcut 
“* Tl in iHni* 


HI* when I was fibetft 
Loe* Whe n I »tarted 4t 



j 4. _ A * 

(UIQ QtQ J.CU W 


*1 first joined the V1& union in " 
years old and I never have held any unioiToI 

Jane B I had to join ulj> again and it was around in 

I know Elahoff and UIJT got along together, I never attended their 
meetings so don’t know much about it* In 1932 I wanted to fco to the 
Progressives booause I knew wo would get better treatment and I still 
say they are better than TOP. I was helping on a farm when that 
trouble came so didn't know much about those matters. There never fra* 
any trouble between PIIA and Carl Elshoff betwoen 1932 and the tine the 
strike started that I know of. We PiU miners felt that the FliA. offioials 
were doing pretty good for us minors, I only attended a few meetings 
between 1932 and the tine the mine dosed down, and was not active in 
the RiA. affairs. As far as I know everything was alright at the 
Hine B prior to 1937, I don't know nothing about the PMA mon being 
Qonvioted for the bombings. I think PTA offioials were running the 
union money affairs alright and I was well satisfied, I never heard - 
of any rickets or any thing elsg wrong between ULTT and RA prior to th© 
ti^.e ^he miDg cjQESd'j J don’t know of ary parties being given by 
Elehott or ‘ I dcp.'Jt >fcat we were told about the wage oon- 

tract except we were iuppoed £6 get 10/S ^nore /‘or 13 days but never got 

, . . . . ■ *■ -- — e _L : »> i : ‘ * i • T r\T\ i v 


It# I don 1 1 know a nyt Hia^Ab otyt tW ^w&ge I attended oniy 

about two meetings in rtf; ywr5i* f A* fai^ as I kno]* all of us miner*# 

* Ac J*r c.f * . 


X 

IT 

i 


- 


l . > • • t . -f? - J- r 

v: ^ ■>; J&.V "It 



V 


o 


•:OG413 


RE: JOHN L. L&VIS, ET AL 


L> 9 




INTERVIEW WITH 



, continu 


except a f e*J here latilfied with the' Progressives* 

I don’t recall of hr# complaint being S»de On p*y 
days over ouf wage! i Before the itrijte 1 was contacted 
in the mins leveral Ititnsl that I fhot/ld fefing onr to 
TJlfiV and that I would ^^^mcre Wages arjft ftbnditiona Would be better* 

Their names were both^JB® but I dan ’ t recall their lalt names at alii 
They never, threatened all* 1 ftetaf heard Why Vine ® would UOt 

sign a contract with P1IA I don’t fchdV anything about the meeting that 
was held the nirditbeforethe Itrlks but X believe it Wai a special 
meeting and me about it but I did hot go WO iti X 

did not know going to__:& Strike there at Mine and 1 left 
my tools and things all there* I was ~tol d that the Strike waa had be- 
cause the Mine B men would not firs some expelled toen aftd the Strike was 
not over any w&ge question. 1 dcn*t knew anything abc 
loaded Bhort. 


anything about the dard being 


"At the Mne 3 or 4 tirtsa I signed something but t juat don’t 
know what it was but 1 know it was in favor of FLiA that X Signed for 
and I did not sign up them for U!4T» X hover was oofti&Cted to join any 
bW local in 1937, and I don't know anything about it* I recall that X 
went out to Mine 3 once or twice Whefl they tried to reopen but I don t 

recall what happened or how I learned about it. I stayed at Mine B a 

few nights when they had a sit dOwa Itrlks. I was not forced to but 
did not bring in any outside minctl at all and just the local was there 
and the Sheriff and his men* X WaS helping on farms then too SO was 
not very active at all in thos ronttefi arid I never paid ouch attention 
to whnt was going on. I vote? twide for NLRB elections and I voted j, 
E<IA both times. I signed over ho X/hSV because I had to In order to hold - 
my job and I still liked WA And voted for them both times* As far a* j 
I know the elections themselves tabs Alright and they were by secret , ; 

ballot ai I recall. I did not go ba Ck "to Mine 8 when they tried to I 

open it again after the NLRS elefttioh ihe first tine. I don’t know 
why El shoff would not »i£n the BMA g ^tho most of us were FMA* During 
fall of 1939 I received a letter Thom fi-l'ne B a nd they told me to co me 

back to work. I went out and weftt to work~right way . X donH recall 

what they asked me when X Come back. 1 do know that they did try to 
hire more 011.7 men than fMA nen. We got the union scale for Wages I 
know but I don’t know if they said anything about that to met 
„»BOtrLGREES (phonetic) and levorol others contacted me In the mine and they 
told me that if X didn’t r.*ing over* to U1AV I would not have a job. I 
never was beaten up hor threatened. I was not bothered by the UJAV men 
but I did hear that Other nen were bothered a 1 ot . >^Cudge" (phonetic) 
was another who would talk to us about goving over to ANDY 

SCHRSLLVIOTS, Pasqual e* T&ny.Piotct^ Sirtout and Charles Bohannon"* who 
is Bowlgreer* were around And ii-ibd to get us to join over to UMW* 
after the mine opened in fall of 1939. There were a lot of nav men 
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JOHN L. LETTS, ET AL 
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■Acfcs 


>*i 


TfITH 



o ont inue< 


in the mine tut I never knew them and they were *11 
TM'. After the BIT won their second election many 
of tlmse men disappeared and left for other plaee*. 



•I never was told ty management of Kine B : t» 
everyone oould eoe around there that the nanageme , 9 ' - w*l 

I remember something about signing some cards tut . I ^ 

I signed over to TOT ^ite some tine after I started took to ««*•*• 
all signed over and it was after the BUB eleotion was teid tmd when 
Ui^T woL I voted for FKA at that time and I was not told for whom 
I should vote. I tl ink the elections were alright. • 

Then I returned to work in fall of 1939 the whole mine could 
not start except box 3 and 4 and I think ecme of the other had cave? ins. 
I knot? of several men v:ho waited several months to get back because o 
Win ” I don't tncr-L-, nnythta e .bout . fir. them in 3 min. in 

1939. 

»I still was vith BIT: till first part of 1943 and then signed 
baok over to FKA as..I wanted to get closer to home. , 

•I can’t read the English language very well so I have had 
| read this 2 page sta tement to me and it is correct * a 
I ha^o signed it of ny own free will and no force has been 

- (Signed)^ 

Special Agent, FBI, • ^ 

St. Paul, I'inn. 


V* ~ 4 ‘ 




Special Agent, FBI, 
I'ilwaukee, Tis. 












a good memory Jcould only understand questions put to him by Agents after 
his daughter went into long explanations in his native* tongue, and for the 
further reason he apparently has no information of value to instant case* 


promises have been made to me by those men and I desire to st -te the follow- 
ing facts i 

A 

"I started mining in the vicinity of Springfield, Illinois in about 
yjdTjorkod at that trade until about 1937, whon I stopped working due 
b'hcn I first started mining in flB the U. if. HT. was the 
inioi^^tnc mines. In 1932, when the P. K^ATwas choson by the men 
as their union, I joined the P. K. A. Beforo that time the dues in the 
U. |{- TT. had boon vury high, but the dues in tho p. M. A. wore much Igvor. 
Between 1932 and 1937, when the P. H. A. was tho only union, things seemed 
to bo much bettor at first. The dues wore lower and the union saw to it 
ihat the track was laid faster and the men were more satisfied. 


ings and so cannot state much with regard to union activities. -I do remember 
being at a union mooting shortly before tho stride in Hay of 1 337 and 
roncob-r some talk about a strike, but wy memory is very poor, j remember 
signing a petition for tho P. H- A as I wanted the P. M. A. to bo the o nly 
union in tho mine, but T cannot remember the date I signod this petition or 
what tho petition was about. 


"I Joined the P* V. A. in about 1932 and have belonged \o that union 


ever since that time. I am still a member of tho union, but do not have to 
pay ~ >y dues since Ho not working. I have never roceivc-d any threats to 
Join ary other union. * t do hot know anything about any members of the P M A 


his oar*., - . 



■August 26, 1943 
Springfield, Illinois 



|B make the following voluntary statement to 
ooth of whom have identified themselves as being 
ederul Bureau of Investigation. No threats or 




■During the timo liras in the union, I didn't go 'to many Of the meet- 



RE I .JOHN L. IE 7IS, ET *L 



y 


nrr^Rvn:: ~tti 

(continued) 



being expelled for being spies for the 0 
I kno'.v Dominic Pnsqunle, but do not kno* 
anything about his activities* '■ 


»Y7hile I was in the union and during the time I was soiling I very 
seldom t.^nt to any of their meetings. I have been firod by the union for 
not goin^ to meetings on several ocassions . In view of the fact I didn* t 
attend many of the ncctin s, I do not IinVT any. information about the strike 
in 1#7 and do not have any information about how the ocopaiv f‘-lt about the 
dlffuTunt unions. 

"The above etatoaent has been read to me by EC" dru.jhter.JIH^&nd 
I wish to stet. it is true to. the best of sy recollection; I have marked 
the first two pages & hereby affix mark." 


■I" (his mark) 


"YTitncsses 



Springfield, 111. * 



) "Special Agents, F. B. I 
) U. S. Dept. of Justice" 



b. W 


0 





>:■ 


*' ■»: 
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JOHN L. LS7IS, ET AL 


fe??* 







pnitod 

This nlnor 
with 


S 3 atatod 
and oano to tl 
Eos oitixon in 

oan no It ho r road nor writo English and understands BngJ 
difficu lty Host of tho oonvoreaticn was rsado poesiblo "by hi# nioooj 

00 intorprotor* Mb nonary is poor and ho hoc 
amiit of answering any quo st ion in tho affimativo* Ho la hard of 
hearing and hio value as a witness is doubtful* Tho follcwing statonont 
was socurod fran hin and signod by nark aftor boing road and irons la tod 
to hin by his niooo* 

•Springfiold, Illinoia 
August 26, 1948 

nnk o thofoll^inr; s igno d voluntary 
etatenont to and j||g^Qg|^H^who havo idontifiod 

thomolvos as^^o^Eurj^e^^n tho Fodoral Buroau of Investigation, 

Ho threats or provisos havo boon mdo to no and I noko this statonont for 
tho purpose of sotting forth what I know oonoorning diffioultioa at 
Mino B* 



was a i-scribor of FKA., 
nine* 
tino. 


*1 wont to work at Jlino B t £n about 

Prior to thaF I had worko^a 


and c$t that t ino 
at Panther Crook 


T /ski J_ J s . — t - „J- < 4 « 

Jl UVVUIiUUU LLLLAUU JJJW WiU^O VlK?U JJ -L 


^ 

U. ^ikL 4 V| UUb UWV UAi. 


•On tho day of tho strike, in liny 1957 I ranoribor that eono 
non, v;ho woro UIJ7 non, wantod to go in tho nine andj tho PTiypon didn't 
want thon to, Thoso nefn *woW , Pa sjpo. lo, Rusting Bohkhnon, ;^d"5thor s that 
I oan*t ranoribor, Tho striko was not about wagos'i FTXvas a good 
union and ovorything was all right when they wore thoro. 




striko. 


T T * 

■L. d JAi-4 V * g A U* 


not go Into tho ulno on tho dexy of tho 


•About two wooks aftor tho striko I slgnod a petition for 
FIVu ThiB potition was to show tho oonpany that wo wantod to go baok to 
work undor P!£A, I signod this petition at F1IA hall* I signod it 
bo.pauso I wantod P!IA at tho nine and not booauso anyone told no I had 
to sign it* 

A r\ v, liYif^n i" ■■4-f\Yi ^ 1 aVi ww ml 1 nn^ c^n nnt Vrj rv? whnt 

Mm l* V UW MA 4 ^ V 4 W W ^4 \-fc «■«-* im. *4 * * ■ w ^ ^ ^ - — 

ajl of tho troublo was about following tho striko, During tho striko 
I workod on IVpA for a vhilo, J»hon tho nlno oponod up 1 wont baok to 
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work. I thon had to join BIST aftor I had workod 
for a whiXo. '■ 


*Tho obovo has boon ro&d to no by ry ndioo, 
and it is true and oorroot and I htvo offixo? ry nark 


/&/ his (x) nark 



Speoial Aronts, F.B.I* 
U.S. Dept, of Justioo." 


% 
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Kit JOHN L. LET.-IS, ET AI 


INT21VIE' .1TK 


by Special .u.ents f 
stated hs was born Tin 




r: ! *V:.: 

cru^m* 
* :■ 


which tine he , 
had been a U. S. 


was intcrvievjod byjijontswith the aid of his daughter * 
wno acv>a as intorpret-r. difficulty understanding 

questions put to him, oven in his rmtiv^Wngue , and so for that reason 
it is believed he would make a ver poor witness. He also stated he did 
not want to gjt involved in any le^l proceedings. 

exocutod th~ following statement which he signed with 


11 X 3 lUSLrKf 

"august 26, 1943 

Springfield, Illinois 

make the following voluntary statement 
fSliHM^^koth of whom liave identified themselves as being 
ipeciaiTgents ofthc Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or 
promises have been made to me and I huroby make this statement of ay own free 

— J T 1 > 

mill 



"I started working at uin cB J .n 


ind have worked there eve? 
since. At the present tine I aSTIT neiiib x or the U. i!* *<« In 19321 joined 
the P. M. A. and was a number of tiu.t group in 1937 when our men decidod to 
strike because we hoard that some of our men were workin* for the U. H. TT* 
group and not our union. Sone of thesr. men were Doiiiinicw^asquale, Frank _ 

lale, Charliijfeohannon. Ve didn't want to work 


Austin, Pete Cart-b, Jin Kale, _ 

with '~the sd"nen”^. causd^wfTchew tlicy ^crc thottb^r makers and wc told the 


T 

X UU A ^- 1 J Unity— A 


coiipan; r v?o vouldrrt MOrk if those ruon voro tlllov? Ju tc '*Qrk. 
that the men were t -Iking aliout the bade wages which they thought they had 
coining to then under a new agreement whicn the company was supposed to 
have signed with tlie union. It is my b.lief that the men went on strike in 
Hay of 1937 due to the fact they objected to certain .men* The strike was 
not over money to the best of recollection. 

"I have never held an office in the union and avo not taken part in 
any union activities. Sometime in 1937, and before the strike in May,' % 
was approached many times by A ndy 5chr o levi< sig_ |^ and *»n4y tried to got me to 
join the tJ. M. *». finally I got mad at him and chased him out of the mine 
with ay pick. After that I wasn't bothered by Andy* 

* 

"I remember that one day in Mai of 1937 when we came to the surface 
from the pita, we were told by the eager th-t the plant , or mine was on strik- 


KSj JOHN L. LETTS, ET IX 



[ 



Iiitervie: 

(Continuea; 



and for us not to come to work the next day. 
This was about 4t00 P. U. . . 



0 f the Progressive line “orkers until about July of 1941 when I signal with 

the 0. 13. T. * * . . 

' * 

"I wish to state that I have no information about any of the trans- 
actions or a jre clients made botueei. the company and aiy union. No threats 
ha vo ;vor boen na ie to me to join or leave any uniou. I have no infonaatio 
relative to union activities other than that sot forth cbove. 

daughter , has read over this statement of throe pages to 

me and I v?ant to statei^Is true to the best of uy memory. This is ny 

marl; - « 

"X" (his nark) 

"Tfitnesses . / 


Springfield, 111.' 1 

Special A -nts, F. B. I. 
Springfield, 111. - 
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signeotnerTM JV • petition in TKy it had been done 

without coercion of any kind, but doing it b ec^i se i appeared to be 


^ the wishes of the majority. It is felt the t would 

be a favorable government witness to testify xotnose maxxerB set forth 


"Springfield, Illinois 
August 26, 1943* 


statement to 



make the foll owing signed voluntary 
both of whosn I know to 


be Special Agents in the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats 
or promises have been made to me to induce nxo to make this statement* 


just outside of Springfield, Illinois* At that time I joined the UMff, 
inasmuch as that union, represented the employees at Mine B and I Had 
to join the union in order that I might work there. I never held any 
office in that or any other union. 


employees at Mine B. No threats were over mad© to me to join this 
union but I had to join it because you couldn't work at the mine if 
you didn f t belong to the union* I never took any interest in the 
unions at all because I didn't intend to stay in the mines but intended 
to go into business for myself* I probably attended only a couple of 
meetings a year, just enough so that I wouldn't get fined for not 
attending. 


get to the mine early and was usually the last one out. I paid no at- 
tention to either the affairs of the mine nor of tho union* 


anyone at the mine or at any other place in an attempt to get me to join 
any union* 


laid faster* After a while, however, conditions changed to 'where it was 
about the same as when UMY was there* 


n 


Sometime in 



I went to work as a miner at Mine B, 


"In 1932 I joined FMA because that union represented the 


n I never took part in the discussions the non had for I would 


« 


I also wish to say that I was never stopped or approached by 


"After PMA came into the mine things were better for sometime* 
The dues were smaller and working conditions were improved* Oracle w kb 
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}!lna B nor did I ovor 


CL- 

bnD 

m I know nothing of any relations betwoon lir* 
Elehoff and PEJ7* NotbAnggwas ovor said to no 
to indioato haw tho nino officials folt toward 
F 1JA* I do not rooall any picket linos at 
observe any organitors for HUT thoro* 


*1 I do not recall any Pill nooting on tho night of May 11 # 
1937* I wont to work on tho naming of Kay 12* 1937 as usual but I 
hoard no discussions about wages or anything also* Senotino that 
norrring ono of tho drivers cone and told us that thoro was a etriko, so 
I loft* I later sent another follow for xy ohook and I havo novor 
worked thoro einoo* 


m l havo road tho above and dcolaro it to bo truo and oorroot# 


N 



IT it no 8 so s t 
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o 


INTERVIE - 





it was ascertained that &&,. 

to talk or understand the- 

very wo t r an3 th rougl 

^ v?as asccn 

^pFc employed at Mine B 

*It persons appeared to be v^ry cooperative and 

it is felt thet make a fair t itness provided he has 

an interpreter to assist him* 

In regard to the statement mentioned hereinafter it migh t be 
stated that the same was signed by 



The statement, which vjc.s taken at the home of 
is as follows; 




Springfield, Tj 
A ugust 26, 1.943 


"1, \ Springfield. Til * am makl 

this free and voluntary statement to 

who are known to me to be Special Agents of the Federal hureSTT 
gation, United States Department of Justice. No throats or promises have 
been made me^and d correct. This statement is made 

”1 v;as born ir. 
eld and I was natural i*&<? 
arrested at any time. 

‘M round 


I first joined a coal union i v 

I don 1 1 recall The name but it was not the United Mine 'Uorkers. 
have never held any office in any union. I have worked for line B for 
about years* I v/ns working at fi ne B prior to 1932 and I was there when 
they h* the big trouble in 1932. I vaa a member of United Mine "orkers 
then in 1932 as everyone had to bo in order to work in the mines* Back in 
1932 I don 1 1 know what tho relationship between United Mine Workers and 



?J% Ulshoff W35, 


when that split carno tho United ■las 
>rkors local broke away and formed tho new Progressive Minors Local and 
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ir TFRVI^^rTTB thi* new local signed a new contract with Mr* Elshoff, 

operator of Mine B* I switched over because the ’whole 
town switched over to Progressive Miners. Between 1932 
and 1S37 it was the general feeling around Mine B that Mr* Elshoff and the 
management of Mine B wanted the miners to go back to United Miners Workers* 
Fobody approached me prior to 1937 to switch back to UIT7 except that it 
T\is general talk around the mine, I used to hear around Mine B that some of 
the men wore approached to go back to U1P7 but I don't know who they are any- 
more. I liked the Progressive Mine Workers better than the U1FT because 
we got better trcatnenx"'Mrr 0 JnST ncrat'lon~ whenever we wanted something doss* 
The FM7 never threatened any of us nor did they ever use any violence to 
keep us from going back to the UHT. I was an active union roomber of the PICT 
anj attended their meetings regularly. The FIST would not fine us for not 
attending a meeting if we had a good excuse while the United Mine Workers 
would fine you if you didn't attend* 

"The miners felt that the R£7 members who were arrested for the 
bombings were not the guilty ones as they fold that the United Mine ~orkera 
did the bombing and placed the blame on the FM7 men. The F15T officials 
alwoys made a report as to where the money went to that they got and the 
miners always thought it was a true report and were never suspicious that 
anything v;as wrong. If some one died a special assessment would be made 
and the money given to the family of the dead man. I never felt or thought 
that the officials of FTFT wore getting any kick-back of money. Between 
1932 and 1S37 the UE7 never picketed Mine E. I don't know of any miners 
t;ho were interested in getting the PUT to go back over to UM7 but there 
r*crc a few who did favor the UU7 but 1 don't recall who they v#ore* 

n I recall Andrew J^chreicvious, Dominic F a 5 qua I e , .Fete Cart er , 

Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, tt > *ToKn^ Sir to ut # the 

Jacaraysrp^as being - around the mine B and they tried ’to get the miners to 
chahgcTback to U5CV from PMfV. 

*1 don't know of any meetings or parties between the management 
of Vino B and UMT* officials. It was the undors tending of the miners during 
the spring of 1937 that Elshoff would not sign a contract with the 
Progressives but would sign one with the United Mine 'Yorkers. Just before 
the mine closed in spring of 1937 the miners knew they were working without 
a contract but v;e all wore getting the same pay as we did before and thorc 
was no general feeling that v:o should swing over to the United Mine Varkars* 

"I den't recall of any temp x ary slow downs or stoppages during 
the spring of 1937 Just before the mine closed down. Just before the mine 
closed in 1937 the above mentioned men continued to talk to different 
miners about changing over to the United Fine "orkers from the Flf<* Fone 
of them personally talked to me but I heard that they talked to other 
miners. I don't recall anything about the attitude of the management of 
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H Mine B on the wage question at Mine B during 1937. In 
regard to the meeting held just before the mine closed 

T + ^ f r«i b Ca fil m-Ti Y^flf A T* C> £T1 iT A T“ 

X x tz iruo t 7 |V v V x X 4*X\> V V “■***-* 44 V « “ * VJj *** 

meeting and I .do recall tho something about some 
members being expelled* 



f * ^4 i ~ , 

\V^IV1IIU7U f 


"Tho miners at Jdine B did not like the idea at all that the manage- 
ment refused to fire the 5 expelled men as tho Progressives were the local 
there and not the U1C7. Tho minors learned tho story of tho 5 by general 
talk around the mines* I don't recall of any coal cars being loaded short 
on the morning of the strike in J'ay, 1937. Tho miners were all interested 
in getting that contract signed in 1 T ay f 1937 and when the management refused 
to fire those 5 men that brat the blow off* 

"During ! r ay f 1937 I signed a Ptf* petetlon at the mooting hall of 
PJI7 and the FK.7 officials said thoy wanted the petition to show the manage- 
ment of I line B that they had a majority* I went to the hall and signed 
the petition because I was with the Progressives and no ono forced rac to sign 
it. 


but 


"During the summer of 1937 I heard something about 
I nover signed it and never saw it but a fellow named 


lim netition 



(phonetic) asked me to sign it but I didn't. I don't know or any force dr 
threats being used by anyone in regard to tho ULE7 petition being signed. 


"I don't recall anything about an unknown petition in 1537 but I 
do recall that I also signed some petition at the mino for FM17 in addition 
to the ono I signod at tho hall* The petitions I signed were all authorised 
ones. 


M I hoard that in suinmer of 1937 the UI£7 formed a local but I nover 
was approached to join it and I nover heard of anyone being beat up to join 
it. 


"During 1937 the PI£7 continued to hold thoir meetings and they 
agreed not to return to work until they had a contract and tho PMh members 
who v/ore for the l MV did not come to tho mee tings. 

"During the fall of 19*37 I heard from other miners that B 

was going to reopen and Pl£7 hold a meeting and all decided to return to 
work and when we got to tho mine the management only allowed the UMT," men 
to go down into the mine, 'do all th^n stayed there night and day and 
sat around and played cards etc* and watched the property at night so one one 
could damage it and it kept on for about 50 or 60 days. 
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mravTr^T^ *Ho outsiders were at the mine at tho strike, just 

tho local men and their families would com c out and 
ip^ntmued) — visit them. At tho PITT meeting wo all agrcod to picket 
and no one forced us to picket but wo did so in order to 
protoct our jobs. 1 was not at tho mine when tho injunction was read to the 
minors but they all left peaceably, and the picketing vas over with. 


*Vuftcr tho injunction v/es issued I heard tho mine was to reopen 
but I did not show up there at all, as I thought there might be trouble. 

"In regard to the election in Dec. 1937 all the members met at FIST 
headquarters and went in groups of 25 or so over to the armory and voted 
just as when one votes for the President. Fo force was used and it was a 
regular good election, and all of us voted of our own free will. After- 
wards t;c all told our PH,," officials just how we voted so they could chock 
to sac if the figures were correct. The results of that election wero the 
feelings of tho miners. 

"After tho election in 1937 I did not go back to the mine in 1938 
when it was re-opcned. Tho members of PiEV all wondered how Elshoff could 
keep the mine closed. hon Fine B reopened in 1539 I received a registered 

letter from the- Mine tolling mo to coma back to work and and _ I did return 
and at that tine I still belonged to FT£ 7. I v:as told that "EEe wage scale 
w^uld be the same as it was in the State of Illinois. 7-e '*ont back as an 
open shop. After wo got tho registered letters FMM had a mooting and it 
was decided best that all return to work otherwise they would lose their jobs 
After we returned to work UM77 men came around and talked to ue and it was 
noted that UMM men were treated better than the FMM men as they were given 
better rooms to work in and were treated better. The management of the 
Mine E did not come out openly and favor the UMM but it was noted that UNA 
organizers were given q free hand and could do anything they desired. I 
was contacted m-ny times at Mine B to sign over to UKA and about 3 times 
different UHu men came to my home and finally I had to sign over to TOST as 
I did not want to see any trouble start and I had to work in order to make 
a living and I did not want to lose my job. I cant* recall the names of 
those who came to my home. I don't remember signing" a card for PICT but I 
nay have* I signed over to UFA because the others v;crc doing so and it 
was more snfo tint way. I had h: are different stories of FSE7 men getting 
beat up because they would not sign over and I didn't want to get boat up. 
Thcs:„ men who contacted mo never threatened me at all. 


"In regard to NLRE election in 1941 it was run off like the other 
one but there v,a? a lot of new faces as nor; men wore being employed at 
Mine B from othlr places. The FXT-7 men did not like this sc-cond election 
as they had held their first one arid won and did not like the idea of 
having another one and "by that tine, many PrltV hit? quit and taken othor job* 
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and therefore the UPFT run -won the election and the former 
Pf£7 men who had switched over to U13FT voted Ul£« a# they 
did not want any trouble. 


"If I had my choice I would go back to the F!£S7. I have been at 
Mine E until fall of 1942 when I was hurt and new plan to go back in week 
or so. 


*1 have f urnished this information thru^HBmd inasmuch as I 
can’t read Engl i shHHH has road the sane Torm^an^no says it contains 
what 3 have said a^^^nave signed my name on this 3 page statement. 



Special Agent 

Federal Eureau of Invest. 

T'ilw. , is. 


(signed) 

St. Paul, •'inn.’ 1 


Special Agent, 
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_was interviewed at his hone at 
Springfield, Illinois by Special 




and ^|Q|[^mmpon August 31, 1943* 
t'lat he had no criminal record and was never arrested, 
cannot understand the ^wigiish language ery troll and has sono 
trouble in understanding the questions. However, he was very co- 
operative and appeared to bo honest. It is felt that he would nake a 
good witness if his testimony were necessary, al though he would bo hard 
to question except through an interpreter 


In the presence .>: 
signed typewritten statement which 
is as follows : 



gave Agents a two page 
e signed and initialed, and which 



jpringfteld, 

august 31, 1943. 



II T 


jwho are know to nc to bo 

’"Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States Department of 
Justice. Ho threats or premises have been made nc to give this 
statement. 

"IJvave been at Mine A for over two years norm I was bom 
ir. cane to U.S. ir. ^|J^andin 

bo c a me ' a c 1 1 1 zen a t S or in gf i e 1 d , 111. In Penn. firsi 


joined U ST./ union and have nev er held any union office, ilro un u 
1932 I worked at th. 


line and \Jhvn they had the trouble 
there I v?ont over to and then went to work at line B sone tine 
later. FLU was the union at line B when I want there. Pl-ft of- 
ficials and management of Iji ne.JL got along as far as I know and 
conditions were alright for us miners then. I dun f t know of 
my trouble at line 3 befure it closed dovjn in 1937* I never 
heard the mnagenent of line B say they wanted UIT.f instead of Pill. 
Liost of us P1.L non got along fine with the Pliv officials except 

C r'T-T'aTT --~r ‘ .v~' rt ~i i>n + \r , vjV^ “) T tr/m T TT * . ^ . r\CCTr**ir^l Q Hi H TH n t 

Xe'J, Cl O. i-ti-LX. J ~ l 1 J- ^ a, * .Jffc J- * -*• ^ ^ **'■'*■ 

beat us up to keep us in the union* I attended PI4. meetings 
quiet regularly prior to 1937 when rone closed* I felt that Pl&i. 
non convicted in the bombings were not guilty and that UTf/ men 
did it but placed blame on the P”i non. The PJi'v officials were 
alright as far as I was concerned and they were all right. Be- 
fore line B closed in 1937 no one asked me to j in ever to U3 f i nor 
did I see any literat rc or papers. I heard talk at I Cine B about 
Some men trying to get others back over to U! w but I nev..r saw it. 
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I don't know anything about any parties being given by 
management of line B and theUIi/. The FJIA officials at 
meetings told us about the contract running out and 



told us to keep on working and as I rccair~TT^^^^BJiad sune agreement 
with Elshuff about it. About 6 or 7 non wantc^^^^^T ov _r to 01.5/ fron 
the PI Amen and I recall that Suno ..f the ones who wanted to cp over to Oli/ 
was J jo Albancse, undrew fichrclavious , Dominic Pasqualc, pete Carter, Frank 
Austin, Tony Plotch, Cotton zinnias, several of the Si rtout s . the Jacaways, 
Charles Bohannon and Jir. Hale and everybody said they were getting paid by 
Ui:r then. Quite sone tine later Schrelevious told nc that he had been 
getting paid by UAA to help then out and he said he was looking out for 
himself. I recall that ho bought a nice new car at that tine. Nobody 
like hir. n ov. Before the rdno closed I don't recall of anyone hollering 
abut their pay >n pay days. Things were alright at the nine to ny re- 
collection just before the rune closed. The above :ien were trying to split 
up the p:i. before the nine closed, lAiilc at .mo of the meetings of P'.'A 
just before* the nine cl. sed pasqualc- talked about going over t- Oil.' and I 
talked back to hin and he told me to cone >ut in front and ho would shoot 
nc. I never heard anything fron the management about the wage question. 

There was no big trouble over wages before the strike cane. The night be- 
fore the strike cane I attended a meeting which was a regular meeting and 
they expelled Some 5 or So nen as being spies for Ac all felt they 

had been spies. They were s.me of the ones whose nai-es are mentioned abjve. 

Some one made a noti <n after a committee nado their report and the non 
v tec >n it and ordered then kicked . ut. I think the company refused 
t put abyiit pOO. 00 in fines on then. These 5 nen did not say anything 
ar.d they were at the meeting. 

"Tin, Company would n. t fire those nen and. that was *h ytm^^ri k e 
started. The morning of the- strike the P“.k officials Jfey told us 

not to load full cars and that Vf-as ■ nec when PI A did Wong 'anrTTl^hon 
then too- they were wr> -ng and they did that because the company would not fir. 
th ,se 5 nen. 

"I think I signed a pay* petition a short tine after the nine closed 
and I signed it and no .nc f ireed me too. 
that was why they g t up the petition. I 

if 


They wanted their wn union so 
si*nried it out at the mine >n the 


r ad. I never signed a petition that summer and no ->ne asked me to do i. 
I can't recall if 1 sigiitd anther P-4\. petition >r not, that summer. I 
did n t sign up -,/ith Uif, and just hoard, they formed a new local. IVthing 
unusual happened during summer of 1937. I recall that ab ut the tine of the 
sit d >fn strike the ..'em '.n 's ,.uxi liary of ply. picketed the h*nc of Elshoff. 
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"In fall of 1937 I went out to riine B and: think 
Trent to work with the rest of the PTT.'Theri but I can f t 
»ere?.ber just right. ’.»e heard the company was going to 


give the contract to UK.' so we Plii started a sit down strike. Louis 
Gold, the Sheriff, was out’ there. I renenber that I just went d >wn for 1 
day and I loaded the Coal I had already shot and got ny clothes and tools 
and then the strike started. PIU did not bring in any outsiders and no 
UK- men came around cither. 1 vas at tile strike all the tine. I was not 
there when the L&rshall cane and when I got there he had been there al- 
ready. There was no trouble there then. The miners dad r.- t like it. 


"Lvury tine they start nine I go back hut when they got contract 
with UK. I took ny tools and left. I work in Kine now but we are under 
UK. but if there was an elocti n today n..st of then w.uld vote for PIT. 
again . 


"I think I uas out at the line in Doc. 
think the notice was in the paper. 


i i L _ a 

xy j ( uuu CJJ iui sai’u. 


x 


W I vuted at the first IXRB ^locti >n a nc \t<j won and I voted for 
It was by secret ballot and it was a honest and go*;c' election no force 
vras used on uc it anyorc. else, ilicn I heard the tine was rjuin^ to be opened as 
XZ-U I did n .t gw >ut at all. 


today 

do. 


n I don } t know why 

j * ’.4- rn »" 4 ID l 

41w" V/ l-'elii u Jt 

.von. it is nothin*! 


lshwf cid not sign a contract then. 

A. ^ . 4 - U,-. 

Tic Ci > U4- V . lit. 1 1/ uu 

but a company union as he can fX what he 


t - rVs ^ 1 ,• 4 - e TT* f 

t/iiei.i iifllxe: v-nyii utiJ-'j 


I think 

e 

ii 

wants to 


A 

\\ 


"'..non line B opened I w rked one day and loaded ny coal and got ny 
t : is and left. It was this tine ..'hen I vent down and n t before. It was 
when the mire opened for g./ixl. I have never been back to line 3 since. 

I got a registered letter then to go back to work. Falcetti did not say 
anything to no. ..t end of day I t >ld Falcetti I vras leaving and he said 
I don’t blane you. 


"Right after then I Wont to work at !S.ne ... I did not vote at the 
n.:xt ULR3 election. I heard that the rdne brut in a lot of new Uy, men 
.and they voted for Uwj then and that is how they won the second election. 


'dished f 
the nine 
signed o 
for the 


.'hen I started to vi-rk in Kino ... it uas P!l. but then later on when 
bot it and I was told that I would hate to become Ull.' or quit 
. Some John L. Lewis guys, canc in and told ne that at the nine. I 
ver to UK: but still oven/today t like p.i. better because they do rare 
la b . r nan. UK. there is r . >thmg but a company union. 
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Re; JOHJ L. LE..1S, LT ^L. 


k> 




IVXE.i WITH "line B tths nu goad too in Sept. 1939 as there 

were falls in it. I dan 't kn.>w if Line 3 had a fire or not 
(Contimrecj in 1939. 

"I have had fl^^^m^^Vread this 2 page statenent to nc and it is 
true and correct an^^navesif?i_it of ny own free will. 




" itnesses ; 

Special ..gent, F.3.I. 
St. Paul, iiinn. 



Special ..gent, F. 3.1. 
(lilw. , '..is.) 


Springfield, 111. 
^ugust 31, 1943" 
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Rc: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 



T MTirDU TTVT TTTU 
J.K i. L-lTl V AA^'t ruiii 


b n c. 


L>1& 

invs s ti° p — t ion was conducted by Special 
Agents Springfield, 


T Vi 4* rs 1 1 /-v i*i 4 n t 

114^ ■!■ V J. * W »* *-*-±1 



Agents at his homo, _____ 

Street, Springfield, 111 inoisTi^th^presenco of his wife and daughter 
he advised ho has no criminal record* He appeared to be very cooperative 
and seemed to be well versed with union activities. He also appeared to be 
honest and unbiased and is believed to be an individual who would make a 
verv frood witness - 


The following signed statement tno. 6 obtained from 




£»pr lligi A.UJ.U , A A X 

August 26, 1943. 



am making this free and voluntary statement to 


phone 


nd 


'who are known to me to Special AgcntroTtKe PodoHxl 

nv^Tigation, United States Department of Justice. No threats 
or promises have been made me and this statement is true and correct* 


n I was borr. k r, ^^^^^HH^andbocaino a citiren through 

my father when I was about^^Jyears joined the United 

Mine Workers Union at Pittsburgh, Kansas and was a member till 1932 when I 
joined the Progressive^ iline^orkers of Amorjica* Between ^Syland 1932, off 
and oTam^ was a member of ^the Pit Committee* I have been mn Mine B for 
about ^Byears and worked there in 1932. In 1932 I joined the Progrcssivo 
because^ I was not getting any benefits from the U1F.‘, and my sister nover 
got any death benefits for tho death of her husband. In 1932 I went with 
PMA when they had their vote but I hod nothing to do with its election. 

Between 1932 ana 1937 I have no knowledge as to whether or Elshoff favored 

one union over another. 


"Thor: was no trouble at Mine B from 1932 to 1937. During this 
time everyone v.as satisfasiod v^ith FiKi and no ono triod to cause thorn any 
trouble. Between T9 3 2 ~ and ly3 7 I know of no attempts of anyone to try 
to swing the men back to U157 from PMA, I and others thought that the V VA 
leaders wars honest and thit it was not being run by wrong men. Tho F!£A 
was run then by tho members and not by a few picked men. Between 1932 
and 1937 I was active in tho FMA union and did attend some of their meetings. 
I still don't think that all of those Kft men were guilty of those bombings 
and this was the general foaling Among the members. PMA officials always 
made an honest report of dues, assessments etc. and we always know where all 
the money went to. I never suspected any FMA officials as being crooks 
or making pay-offs to outsiders. 
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Re: JOHK L. LE7n$, ET AL 


INTERVIE". 


^ ? A 



[TH "During the period 1932 to 1937 when the Mine B closed 

U1T7 persons did picket the mine on different occasions. 
On several times EMIT men did bring out literature but 
they were kicked out from the mine. Even tho PLfil had 
control over the mine UMA men wore allowed to come into the mine and they 
talked to PHA men and tried to have them join the UlfiV. These roon were 
imported as they were strangers. 


"I know JOE ALEANESE, Andrew Schrelevious, Dominic J^asgualo, Pete 
Carter, Trank Austin, Tony Flotch, 'John (Cotton) Ananias, John Sirtout (he 
is now in U.S. Army), Geo. Jaco way . Emory' Jac^way, Charle s Bohanno n and 
James Halo as being non who worked at MineJ and although thoy were members 
of Fm tho rumor and gossip around the mine was that all of then 7rere being 
paid by T J?*A, and vere telling Birr -.?hat was going on among tho PHA men. They 
never contacted me regarding rqy changing over as they knew that I did not 
like them or Ul£7. I don ! t know of any relations between management of 
Vine E and US57. 

I an official of ffi, told us at meeting in 1937 that the 

men sTioulo conWnuo to work on a ltho tho contract had expired and and that 
if there would be any increase- It would be paid back and that we would 
continue to get the same wage were were getting. 

"Ac felt that there would be no advantage in going over to tJMA 
from FMA because of pay or wage adjustments. Altho we wore working without 
a contract in April, 1937, all miners we re satisfied with their wages and 
no one complained about then and there were no slov; daws or stoppages there 
at that time either. 


"Before the Kinel? shut down in spring of 1937 tho above mentioned 
men would go around and To Ilf with the FKA miners and tell them to join the 
U!£V and also told them that if they were discharged from Mine B they could 
not get work at any nines. At various times s'omc of them would ask ne v/hen 
I was going to join the UTJ.V and I told then to stay away from me as I v;as 
old enough to make- up my mind but I did see them talk to other miners. 

"The management of E ,r ino never told us how they stood on the wage 
question and our PKA officials would tell us that they hoped to get every- 
thing settled soon, 

"I recall that in May, 1937 PMA held a regular meeting and I 
attended the meeting which was attended by a large group and at this meeting 
they expel od five of the above mentioned persons* FlIA officials told us 
that Those non wore trouble makers and that was why they were being expeled 
and a standing vote was taken and thoy wore e xpo lea . We wore told tnot these 
five men were trying to keep men from going ToVorlc in the mine. Some of the 
expeled men were at the meeting but thoy had nothing to say. 


■* 


.'06432 



Rc: JOHN L* L IFYIS, ET AL 
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ikt; 


ESVJ3TE 



knev: 


*Qn the day of the strike we all thought that we would get 
an inerjaso and it vas on a pay day but when we got paid 
vjc w;re told wo would get the same old rate, r ,e wore told 
this by our FLfift officials. Also a majority of the men 
about tho 5 members being expelod and inasmuch as Mine B was a closed 
shop tho management should have f ir od then, I and other miners felt that 
inasmuch as these five wore expeled they should be fired, De hoard that the 
management would not fire thorn but they ;?erc afraid to como out ana stayed in 
the office of the management all day and late that afternoon the Sheriff 
came out and assisted thorn in leaving tho mine property. On this same time 
and day I saw some coal cars in tho mine that v/cre partly loaded and the men 
who were loading these cars told me that the drivers would como along and 
take the cars av:ay before they ' ere fu lled loaded. Some of the drivers then 
v: ere in favor of the United and were agairiBt the P?JA, ?£y car was loaded 
the same usual tho. There was not any talk at all that day about going 
out on strike and when I came up out of the mine I figured I would be back 


i V\ vs v 4- v * 

U! IV UCA i/ 




"The strike was called because the management would not fire those 
5 expeled men and everyone- thought the strike would last only a few days or 
s o"irid i"t was not caused over any wages, I and others were satisfied with our/ 
old wages oven tho we did not get any increase. 


I 

"Shortly after the mine closed in May, 1937 1 signed a petition for 
the PMn, which was given by the Flirt, officials and I signed this at the mooting 
hall and as I recall it the F1IA official was p’oin^ to take that r>etition to 
7 j ashing ton, D. C, I and no other miner was threatened by anyone to sign 
this petition and v/o all signed it of our own free and wanted PL f A to bo our 
local there and not the U JS7, During the summer of 1937 I heard that UMTT 
had a petition out but I was not personally contacted as I had said before 
to then to stay away from me but I heard they went around to homes of miners 
with the petition. 


"I don T t re c ill about another petition in summer of 1937, I recall 
that in Bummer of 1937 U1E7 fornod a nev; local but I never was asked to join 
it at all. However, some time prior to the opening of the mine in 1939 
Tony Plotch came to my home and asked me why I didn f t join the UM... Ho did 
not threaten me at all but just told me I ought to join, 

"During summer of 1937, after the mine closed I never heard anything 
about any fights or of anyone being threatened to do something. 

"During fall of 1937 I received a notice from Mine B t hat the mine 
was going to reopen and it also appeared in the paper. I wont out but 
never went down into the mine, Tho fellows mentioned before I saw at Mine B 
and they went down into the mines to work so no FMA went down to work and 
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He: JOHN L. LET^IS , ET AL 


T.ITH 



h n ^ L '2D 

and the FMA did not hold any meeting as to what action 
should be taken. About the day after at about 1 o’clock 
in the night the sit down strike started. Some FMA 
committeeman phoned me to get to the mine at once as about 
150 IMrV were coming in to take over our jobs and I went down to Mine B* I 
heard that the 150 men were met by deputy sheriffs at Big Lake and never 
were allowed to get into town. FMA did net bring in any outsiders at all 
to help with the strike and it was all done just by local F 5£A members, Me 
all had this sit dov;n strike to protect our own jobs and wo all did it of 
our own free will as we all lived here in Springfield, 111* and did not 
want outsiders to como in and taka our jobs away. It was a very quiet strike 
and the sheriff was out there and I was there- most of the time and wg walkod 
around for 2 hours to ^ ; atch the property. \'c guarded the Fine B property as 
mo did not want anything to happen to the mine as v;e wanted our jobs and 
also wo did not want FKA blamed for anything. Several men were caught coming 
onto the property and they were turned over to the sheriff. The U* S. 

n V «, , .4- 4-,.- 4- V. jm ft 4 ft- + U 4 /» + « 11 g O f 
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us to "leave pcacebly and v. r e told him v;e would and that wo were just protecting 
tho property7~ 


n I did not know anything about tho mine supposed to bo opening again 
in few days. Our men wore told by the Marshall that no ono would work at 
the place and that when it re opened wc would bo notified. 

"During Dec, 1937 the National Labor Relation Board held an election 
in the r.rmorv $ n Surinfffiold- 111- and it was hold bv secret ballot and was 
held under supervision of NLRB. To mot at the meeting hall and went over 
to the armory in groups and voted. FMA officials did not force us how to 
vote and we also voted the way v;e wanted to and it was a regular election. 

I and others all felt that the election wag not crooked at all and that it 
was a regular election. 

"In Jan, 1938 I never received any notice that Mine B would reopen 
and some clerks from Mine B dropped in at the house and tried to feel me 
out In regard to returning there without a contract. 

"Altho PMA was the bargaining agent from Jan. 1938 until Sept. 

1939 I have no knowledge or information as to why Kr. Elshoff refused to deal 
with FMA. I fc-el th he must have had a strong reason for refusing to 
deal v;ith FJIA. It vns the- gossip that UIX7 were paying Tir. Elshoff and that 
was how he was able to keep the mine closed. 

"About a month or eo after the mine reopenod in 1939 there was 
some dispute as to whether FMA or U1T7 was to get the check off money and 
Mr. Elshoff turned it back to tho miners instead of giving it to the unions* 
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